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Z?^^  in  on  the  teenage  market  of 1953. 


Everyone  knows  that  teenage 
girls  spend  a  fortune  on  cosmetics. 

But  when  girls  stop  being 
teenagers  it  doesn't  mean  they  stop 
worrying  about  their  looks. 

It's  usually  just  the  opposite. 
The  older  they  get,  the 
more  they  worry.  Especially  when 
they  meet  problems  they  never  had 
before.  Like  wrinkles. 

2nd  Debut  meets  the  demands 
that  these  new  problems  create. 

As  women  get  older  their  skin 
gradually  loses  the  ability  to  retain 
the  moisture  that  prevents  lines  and 
wrinkles. 

2nd  Debut  replaces  this 
moisture,  causing  wrinkles  to  fade 
and  making  skin  firmer  and  smoother 

Throughout  1974  we'll 
be  telling  millions  of  women  about 
2nd  Debut.  We'll  do  it  with  a 


year  long  campaign  of  full  page  ads 
in  the  magazines  that  post- teenage 
women  read. 

Magazines  like  Woman's 
Weekly  and  Family  Circle,  each  with 
a  circulation  of  over  a  million. 
And  others  like  Woman  and  Home, 
My  Weekly,  and  Woman's  Journal. 

They'll  all  be  carrying  a  message 
of  real  interest  to  the  teenagers  of 
1953.  And  1943.  And  even  1963. 

So  if  you've  ever  been 
impressed  by  the  size  of  the 
teenage  market,  just  think 
how  many  generations 
of  ex- teenagers  there  are  in  the 
market  for  2nd  Debut. 

DendronLtd. 

94  Rickmansworth  Road, 
Watford,  Herts.WDi  7]]. 
Tel:  Watford  292^  1 . 


Press  attack 
on  UK  drugs 
banned  in  US 

Stability  of 
dispensed 
medicines 


'Drug  recall 
procedures 
must  improve' 


jtf^Sjt  Fresh  and  Dry  Light  Powder - 

with  a  perfume  that  beat  every 
other  Light  Powder  on  the  market  in 
research! 

#t  Alpine,  Herbal  and  Original 
in  beautiful  new  packs,  plus  the 
full  range  of  roll-ons  and  refills. 


1 30  and  big  1 90  gram  sizes 
across  the  aerosol  range. 


-Massive TV  and  press 
"campaign:  half  a  million 
pounds  total  support  for  new  Fresh 
and  Dry. 

The  new  Fresh  and  Dry  is  the 
best  yet  -  more  support,  new  packs, 
more  excitement,  more  advertising, 
bigger  profits - 

Stock  up  now! 
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For you 

Dispensing  generic  levodopa  prescriptions 
means  a  fresh  decision  every  time-it 
doesn't  happen  often  enough  to  form  a 
habit.  But  Larodopa  is  levodopa  in  a  form 
that  is  convenient  for  you  because  the 
double  scored  500mg. tablet  will  fit,  simply, 
into  any  dosage  regime:  and, as  Larodopa  is 
the  most  economical  presentation  of 
levodopa, you  will  be  fully 
reimbursed  by  the  Pricing  Bureau. 


For  the  patient 

Larodopa  tablets  are  double  scored  and  can  j 
be  broken  into  halves  or  quarters,  thus  pro-  ! 
viding  the  versatility  of  dosage  necessary  j 
for  the  effective  management  of  Parki  n- 
sonism.  Which  means  one  less  worry  for  a 
patient  who  has  quite  enough  to  worry  about 
Further  information  is  available  on 
request  from:  Roche  Products  Limited 
15  Manchester  Square    /  V 
London  W1M6AP        <  ROCHE  > 


J470012 
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poor  excuse 


|Jo  doubt  this  week's  Guardian  "crusade"  against 
jome  pharmaceutical  manufacturers  (p.  602)  will  be 
garded  in  the  industry  as  Press  interference  in 
jaatters  it  does  not  understand.  But  the  practice  of 
ailing  in  the  United  Kingdom  medicines  which  may 
lot  be  marketed  in  the  United  States  needs 
xplanation — and  justification — if  the  public  is  not  to 
all  upon  our  legislators  for  greater  protection  from 
)rima  facie  commercial  interests. 
Unfortunately,  some  of  the  explanations  so  far 
iffered  to  Guardian  readers  on  behalf  of  the  industry 
n  general,  and  cited  manufacturers  in  particular, 
nust  appear  weak  in  the  extreme  to  an  outsider. 
A  service  to  the  medical  profession" ;  "We  try  to 
iblige  our  customers,  and  they  swear  by  it .  .  .  There 
5  no  reason  to  discontinue  so  long  as  there  is 
ufficient  demand";  "Not  prepared  to  spend  the  time 
nd  expense  on  clinical  trials  required  by  the  FDA  to 
irove  its  effectiveness" — all  these  are  hardly  calculated 
0  influence  the  reader  favourably. 
Even  if  the  Guardian  reporters  took  these  quotes 
ut  of  context,  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  was  any 
jxcuse  for  their  inclusion  in  a  defence  of  a  medicines 
marketing  policy.  The  attitude  that  if  a  doctor 
rescribes  a  drug,  who  is  the  manufacturer  to  deny 
im  his  right,  cannot  be  sustained.  A  doctor  is  no 
ore  than  an  educated  man,  and  his  education  needs 
0  continue  throughout  his  professional  career.  If  the 
ndustry  voluntarily  undertakes  the  doctor's  training 
n  the  application  of  new  therapies,  should  it  not  also 
lay  a  major  role  in  discontinuing  those  which  have 
utiived  their  usefulness? 
Of  course  the  placebo  is  a  valuable  tool  in 


medicine — the  question  is  whether  the  prescriber 
always  knows  that  that  is  what  he  is  using.  He 
should,  and  perhaps  the  industry  ought  to  do  more 
than  simply  "stop  active  promotion"  of  products  it 
feels  unable  to  back  wholeheartedly  in  the  light  of 
current  knowledge. 

To  avoid  this  issue  is  to  tempt  government — 
especially  a  Socialist  government — to  reintroduce  a 
"watch-dog"  like  the  former  Macgregor  Committee 
on  the  Classification  of  Proprietary  Preparations. 
Useful  in  principle,  this  type  of  committee  can  become 
hidebound  by  principles  of  its  own — such  as  an 
overzealous  aversion  to  drug  combinations.  Its  effect 
can  thus  militate  against  the  interests  of  the  patient, 
the  prescriber  and  the  industry  (and  its  exports). 

Right  to  protection 

However,  the  public  looks  for  protection  and,  after 
thalidomide,  had  pinned  its  hopes  on  the  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Drugs.  For  Guardian  readers,  and  a  great 
many  more  if  the  issue  is  raised  in  Parliament,  it  may 
come  as  a  shock  to  learn  that  the  committee  and  its 
"toothed"  successors  are  not  in  a  position  to  give, 
after  1 1  years,  positive  reasons  why  medicinal 
products  stiould  be  on  the  market  rather  than  merely 
negative  reasons  why  they  should  not. 

Within  the  professions  and  the  industry  we  know 
the  enormity  of  such  a  task,  but  the  public  has  a  right 
to  ask  that  it  be  undertaken— by  someone. 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  will  always  be  in  the 
public  eye,  and  there  will  always  be  those  anxious 
to  make  capital  by  "exposing"  its  weaknesses.  In  such 
an  environment  it  pays  to  be  above  suspicion. 


•ost  Scripts 


irthday  presents 

t  is  usual  for  those  celebrating  birthdays 
0  receive  presents  but  a  recent  celebrant 
rranged  to  do  the  reverse.  In  fact  the 
jbirthday  might  have  passed  unnoticed  but 
or  a  note  accompanying  the  present — a 
allpoint  pen — which  asked  recipients  "to 
ccept  with  our  very  best  wishes  the  .  .  . 
mall  memento  of  our  50th  anniversary 
Jin  the  UK"  That  is  how  the  Mentholatum 
Co  Ltd  marked  their  50th  anniversary  in 
Slough. 

In  1924  the  company  became  the  third 
tenant  on  the  Slough  Trading  Estate;  an 
industrial  complex  presently  housing  500 
companies. 

Back  in  1888,  an  American,  Albert 
Alexander  Hyde  developed  a  mentholated 


camphorated  balm  for  medicinal  use. 
Mentholatum  as  it  was  called,  quickly 
became  popular  for  the  relief  of  catarrh 
and  head  and  chest  colds. 

The  value  of  Mentholatum's  cooling 
and  soothing  properties  were  to  become 
equally  recognised  as  a  healing  skin  oint- 
ment, particularly  in  overseas  countries 
where  a  hot,  dry  climate  can  make  the 
skin  rough  and  sore. 

In  the  1950's  the  company  turned  its 
attention  to  helping  the  rheumatic  sufferer. 
Mention  the  name  Deep  Heat  and  most 
people  immediately  recall  a  number  of 
television  commercials  featuring  a  deep, 
gravelly  voice.  Yet  behind  a  novel  idea 
was  a  serious  and  successful  attempt  to 
introduce  a  product  which  has  since 
brought  relief  tn  millions  of  sufferers  from 
rheumatism  and  allied  conditions.  Almost 
daily  the  Mentholatum  company  receives 
letters  from  grateful  customers  like  the 
80  year  old  gentleman  from  Bristol  who 
finds  a  regular  application  of  Deep  Heat 
keeps  his  legs  in  splendid  condition  to 
compete  in  charity  walks! 

With  manufacturing  plants  in  America, 
Canada,  Japan  and  Nigeria  and  with  over 


70  per  cent  of  production  from  Slough 
alone  being  exported  to  over  80  countries, 
the  Menthciatum  Co  Ltd  can  be  said  to 
be  truly  international. 

When  asked  about  the  anniversary  cele- 
brations, Mr  E.  S.  Hole,  managing  direc- 
tor, said  "Frankly,  we  are  really  much  too 
busy  to  stop  and  celebrate  but  we  did 
want  to  mark  the  occasion  in  a  small 
way".  How  refreshingly  discreet  and  un- 
assuming— lesser  achievements  are  so  often 
magnified  outrageously. 

More  babie?  wanted  in  Argentina 

The  government  of  Argentina  is  to  ban 
all  activities  which  tend  to  control  births 
according  to  a  recent  Buenos  Aries  Herald. 

There  will  be  controls  on  the  sale  of 
all  types  of  contraceptives  and  a  doctor's 
certificate  in  triplicate  will  be  required  for 
oral  contraceptives,  says  the  report. 

The  government  feels  that  "non-Argen- 
tine interests  promote  ways  of  life  which 
are  not  in  keeping  with  the  destiny  of  a 
great  nation."  Those  interests,  apparently, 
"distort  the  fundamental  maternal  func- 
tion of  women  and  distract  young  people 
from  their  natural  duties." 
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Attack  on  'ineffective'  drugs 
still  marketed  in  UK 


Bradasol  lozenges,  Benylin  expectorant, 
Sinaxar,  Hydergine  and  Probanthine  are 
named  in  a  front-page  Guardian  article  on 
Monday  as  being  drugs  regarded  as  "in- 
effective" by  the  US  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  but  still  marketed  in  the 
UK. 

The  article,  under  the  title  "Britain  buy- 
ing 'ineffective'  prescription  drugs  in 
Adam  Raphael,  states  that  "American  and 
Swiss  pharmaceutical  companies  are  sell- 
ing 'ineffective  prescription  drugs  in 
Britain  which  have  been  withdrawn  from 
the  United  States  market."  The  finding 
had  emerged  from  a  "comparative  study" 
conducted  by  the  Guardian  of  inter- 
national drug  standards.  "Nearly  a 
quarter"  of  the  400  drugs  ruled  by  the 
FDA  to  be  lacking  evidence  of  effective- 
ness, "and  thus  subject  to  mandatory 
withdrawal",  are  still  on  sale  in  Britain, 
says  the  author. 

Review  needed 

The  American  ratings  suggest,  the  article 
continues,  that  some  of  the  claims  made 
for  older  drugs  in  this  country  "are  in 
need  of  urgent  review  though  all  have  had 
prior  approval  from  the  British  Com- 
mittee on  Safety  of  Medicines."  An 
analysis  of  FDA-rated  drugs  on  the  British 
market,  the  article  later  claims,  reveals 
that  "nearly  14  per  cent  lack  evidence  of 
efficacy  for  all  conditions  which  they  claim 
to  treat"  and  so  would  have  to  be  with- 
drawn in  the  US.  More  than  half,  more- 
over, "have  been  declared  to  be  lacking 
evidence  of  efficacy  for  some  claims  while 
barely  18  per  cent  have  been  ruled  fully 
effective." 

The  FDA's  rating  of  Bradasol  lozenges 
is  said  to  be  "lacking  substantial  evidence 
of  effectiveness  for  all  the  conditions 
which  it  ciaims  to  treat."  Ciba's  marketing 
services  manager  is  quoted  as  saying  he 
was  unaware  that  the  drug  had  been  with- 
drawn in  the  US,  but  there  was  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  so  in  Britain. 

Benylin  expectorant  is  described  as 
"one  of  the  most  frequently  prescribed 
cough  medicines  in  Britain"  —  more  than 
51  million  prescriptions  were  written  in 
1968  "at  a  cost  to  the  NHS  of  about 
£500,000".  Although  the  FDA  ruled  "that 
it  lacks  evidence  of  effectiveness  for  all 
the  conditions  it  is  claimed  to  treat",  it  is 
still  on  sale  in  the  US  because  Parke 
Davis  have  appealed  against  the  nrling. 
A  spokesman  for  the  company  is  said  to 
have  stated  that  further  clinical  trials  were 
being  carried  out  to  support  claims  made 
for  the  preparation. 

Armour's  Sinaxar  is  said  to  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  US  market  following 
the  FDA's  rating  "that  it  lacks  evidence  of 
effectiveness  for  all  the  conditions  it  claims 
to  treat".  The  FDA's  rating  for  Sandoz's 
Hydergine  is  said  to  be  "lack*  substantial 


evidence  of  efficacy  for  some  indications, 
possibly  effective  for  other  indications", 
and  that  for  Searle's  Probanthine:  "lacks 
evidence  ^f  efficacy  for  some  indications, 
possibly  effective  for  others".  Probanthine 
with  Dartalan  and  Hydergine  continue  to 
be  sold  'n  the  US,  but  claims  will  have 
to  be  modified,  or  further  evidence  pro- 
vided of  efficacy,  the  article  declares. 

Dr  Andrew  Herxheimer,  editor  of  Drug 
and  Therapeutics  Bulletin,  is  said  to  have 
estimated  that  "between  20  to  40  per  cent" 
of  NHS  prescriptions  were  placebos. 
According  to  a  survey  of  NHS  drug 
usage  "the  cost  of  just  10  drugs  rated  by 
the  FDA  as  'ineffective'  was  more  than 
£2  millions  in  one  year."  The  article 
records  that  the  Proplist,  which  incorpora- 
ted the  work  of  the  old  Standing  Joint 
Committee  on  the  Classification  of  Pro- 
prietary Preparations,  was  terminated  by 
the  Departmeui  of  Health  three  years  ago 
on  the  grounds  of  economy. 

The  often  advanced  argument  that  the 
FDA's  rulings  have  been  unfair  and 
capricious  "does  not  in  general  appear  to 
stand  up  to  examination"  —  correlation 
between  drugs  rated  poorly  by  the  FDA 
and  the  now  defunct  British  classification 
study  is  "close". 

The  Association  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry  claim  that  the  US  ratings 
are  controversial.  "The  effect  of  a  drug, 
can  only  be  assessed  properly  by  a 
doctor's  observations  in  practice."  Asked 
whether,  by  failing  to  include  FDA  evalua- 
tion in  promotional  literature,  its  members 
were  not  breaching  the  code  of  practice 
clause  that  claims  for  a  product  must  be 
based  on  an  up-to-date  evaluation  of  all 
the  evidence,  the  ABPI  spokesman  is 
quoted  as  saying  that  the  matter  was  one 
of  interpretation,  which  would  need  to  be 
considered  by  the  ABPI's  code  of  practice 
committee. 

Medicfnes  Commission  'not  concerned' 

Until  recently,  British  authorities  were 
not  concerned  with  the  efficacy  of  drugs 
except  where  safety  was  concerned,  the 
article  claims.  In  its  last  report,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Safety  of  Medicines  announced 
that  evidence  of  efficacy  would  be  required 
in  future  for  all  new  drug  licences.  But 
"this  policy  will  not  affect  for  many  years 
the  thousands  of  drugs  already  on  the 
market  to  which  licences  have  been 
issued". 

The  committee's  medical  assessor,  Dr 
David  Mansel-Jones,  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  although  there  were  admittedly  some 
drugs  being  sold  which  were  relatively  in- 
effective, there  was  no  drug  on  the  market 
whose  benefit-risk  ratio  was  unfavourable. 

The  individual  drug  companies,  for  the 
most  part,  rest  their  case  on  the  fact  that 
they  are  fully  entitled  to  continue  to  sell 
their  products  in  Britain  so  long  as  British 


regulations  permit  it,  the  article  state 
Without  exception,  they  dispute  thj 
validity  of  the  FDA  rulings,  and  clair 
that  the  drugs  they  are  selling  in  Britai 
are  effective,  "even  though  evidence  of  th 
type  demanded  by  modern  medicine  doe 
not  exist". 

Other  preparations  the  article  claims  t 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  US  marb 
include  Upjohn's  Albamycin  T,  Albi| 
mycin  GU,  Cordex  and  Kanamycin;  SKF 
Miopressin:  Squibb's  Rautrax;  Robin 
Donnagel  with  neomycin;  Roche's  Th(| 
phorin;  Piizei  s  Sigmamycin;  Warner 
Biomydrin;  and  MSD's  Cremosuxidiu' 
Sulfasuxidine  and  Cremomycin.  Organo 
are  to  withdraw  Stenediol  from  the  Briti: 
market  next  month,  but  are  said  to  ha\ 
denied  that  the  FDA's  "ineffective"  rulin 
had  influenced  the  decision. 

A  spokesman  for  Organon  Laboratori(| 
told  C&D  this  week  that  withdrawal  cj 
Stenediol  was  "being  considered"  at  tVi 
moment. 


ABPI  replies 


A  spokesman  for  ABPI  told  C&D  thi 
the  story  was  based  on  the  findings  of 
review  carried  out  in  the  US  in  1967-69  bl 
the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  and  tl|. 
National  Research  Council  on  behalf  i ' 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  intl 
products  introduced  before  1962.  Tl, 
study  did  not  involve  any  scientific  ii 
vestigation  or  research  but  was  base 
solely  on  an  examination  of  the  literatuv 
and  information  provided  by  the  mam 
facturers.  Medicines  branded  as  "ii 
effective"  were  classified  as  such  becau; 
there  appeared  tc  be  insufficient  scientif 
evidence  of  effectiveness.  In  these  cases 
would  be  equally  valid  to  say  that  thei 
was  no  scientific  evidence  of  "ineffective 
ness". 

On  Tuesday  the  Guardian,  in  anothe 
front-page  article,  reported  that  Laboi 
MPs  were  alleging  that  the  pharmaceut 
cal  industry  "played  a  major  role  in  axir 
the  only  study  of  the  effectivenesss  of  pr 
scription  drugs  on  the  British  market 
Demands  that  the  Government  should  rii 
convene  the  Macgregor  Committee,  dii 
banded  m  1970,  "will  be  made  at  neJ 
week's  meeting  of  the  Pariiamentail 
Labour  Party's  health  group". 

Labour  MPs  claimed  that  the  Con; 
mittee's  foundations  "had  been  whittle: 
away  by  constant  attacks  from  the  drui 
companies,  and  those  in  the  medical  pn, 
fession  allied  to  the  drug  industry 
according  to  the  article.  ^ 

The  annual  cost  to  the  NHS  of  rel: 
tively  ineffertive"  drugs  is  estimated  ; 
"just  over  15  millions"  the  Guardian  r< 
ported  on  Wednesday.  The  figure  "whic 
was  advanced  by  drug  industry  sources  i 
an  attempt  to  put  into  perspective  the  ro^ 
why  drugs  banned  in  the  United  State 
continue  to  be  sold  in  Britain",  is  base 
on  estimate^;  made  by  the  Macgregor  Con 
mittee. 

An  "ironic  footnote"  to  the  Committee 
winding  up  in  1970  "is  that  a  number  c 
drugs  such  as  tonics  and  multivitamin 
which  are  banned  by  the  Independei 
Broadcasting  Authority,  from  being  ac 
vertised  on  television,  continue  to  be  pr 
scribed  in  volume  under  the  Nation: 
Health  Service",  the  article  adds.  tSe 
Comment  p  601) 
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i/AT  relief  on 
aids  for  the 
lisabled 

The  Value  Added  Tax  (Aids  for  Disabled) 
Drder  1974,  effective  June  1,  gives  effect 
o  the  Chancellor's  Budget  Statement  to 
•emove  VAT  from  certain  essential  aids 
'or  the  disabled. 

The  purpose  of  the  Order  is  to  zero-rate 
;ertain  aids  and  appliances  when  supplied 
iirect  to  chronically  sick  and  disabled 
jersons  for  their  own  domestic  use. 
Hitherto  these  could  be  supplied  free  of 
v'AT  only  through  the  National  Health 
Jervice  or,  for  many  minor  appliances  as 
jvell  as  all  drugs  and  medicines,  when  dis- 
pensed by  a  pharmacist  on  a  doctor's  pre- 
scription. 

Patients  will  still  be  able  to  obtain  goods 
n  these  ways  as  well.  Hospitals,  registered 
lursing  homes,  institutions  and  local 
luthorities  will  continue  to  receive  supplies 
:ax  paid. 

The  relief  is  limited  in  all  cases  to  sup- 
plies made  to  chronically  sick  or  disabled 
persons  for  their  domestic  use.  Zero-rating 
of  medical  and  surgical  appliances  in  the 
lew  Item  2  of  Group  14  applies  only  to 
ippliances  which  have  been  designed 
5olely  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  suffer 
From  a  severe  abnormality  or  severe  injury, 
and  is  subject  to  a  doctor's  certificate.  The 
articles  listed  in  the  new  Item  3  are  zero- 
rated  on  written  statement  given  by  the 
person  for  whose  personal  use  the  equip- 
ment is  needed 

Clinical  judgment 

The  relief  for  appliances  is  linked  to  the 
clinical  judgment  of  a  doctor.  Thus  any 
appliance  which  meets  the  requirements  of 
Item  2  is  zero-rated,  rather  than  specified 
articles  (as  was  the  case  with  purchase 
tax). 

To  be  eligible  for  zero-rating  the  aid  or 
appliance  must  be  designed  solely  for  the 
relief  of  severe  abnormality  or  severe 
injury,  must  be  intended  for  the  patient's 
domestic  use  to  relieve  his  condition  and 
the  supply  must  be  supported  by  a  doctor's 
cfrtificate  stating  the  patient's  name.  Un- 
less these  criteria  are  met,  the  article  re- 
mains chargeable  at  the  standard  rate. 

Interpretation  of  the  terms  is  set  out. 

Among  appliances  which  are  zero-rated 
when  the  conditions  in  Item  2  are  wholly 
met  include  footwear  specially  designed  to 
meet  severe  abnormalities  of  the  foot; 
wigs  for  invalids;  kidney  machines;  iron 
lungs  and  heart  machines;  artificial  limbs, 
invalid  chairs,  invalid  carriages  designed 
for  use  on  the  footway,  spinal  carriages; 
enuresis  appliances;  Nelson  knives  and 
forks,  cutlery  with  built-up  or  extended 
handles;  pick  up  sticks,  lazy  tongs,  stock- 
ing aid  dressing  sticks;  safety  reins  for 
patients  in  beds  or  wheelchairs,  waist  belts; 
colostomy  and  ileostomy  belts;  walking 
frames,  adiustable  walkers,  stair  half  steps; 


foot  arch  supports,  splints,  spinal  jackets, 
callipers,  trusses;  toothbrushes  and  safety 
razor  holders  with  built  up  or  thickened 
handles  specifically  designed  for  invalids. 

Among  those  articles  which  are  zero- 
rated  when  the  conditions  of  Item  3  are 
wholly  met  include  mobile  toilet  com- 
modes, commode  chairs,  commode  stools, 
patient  lifters  and  hoists;  chair  lifts  and 
stair  lifts  designed  for  use  in  connection 
with  invalid  wheel  chairs.  These  were 
exempt  from  purchase  tax.  To  obtain  zero- 
rating  a  written  statement  should  be  made 
by  the  person  that  he  is  under  a  named 
doctor's  care  and  requires  the  appliance 
for  his  personal  use. 

Hearing  aids,  dentures,  spectacles  and 
contact  lenses  are  specifically  excluded 
from  the  zero-rating  and  remain  taxable 
at  the  standard  rate.  However,  they  are  all 
exempt  from  VAT  when  provided  in  con- 
nection with  a  medical  service  (Item  1  of 
Group  7  of  Schedule  5  to  the  Finance  Act 
1972). 

□  Talks  have  begun  between  industry  and 
Customs  and  Excise  about  the  impHcations 
of  introducing  differential  rates  of  VAT. 

Appeal  overturns  'colour' 
trade  mark  ruling 

Colours  applied  to  pharmaceutical  cap- 
sules and  "pellets"  cannot  be  registered  as 
trade  marks,  the  Appeal  Court  ruled  on 
May  8.  Applications  by  Smith,  Kline  & 
French  Laboratories  Ltd  to  register  a 
range  of  capsules,  with  a  colour  at  one  end 
and  filled  with  multi-coloured  "pellets", 
had  been  approved  by  Mr  Justice  Graham 
in  the  High  Court  last  June.  But  his 
decision  was  reversed  by  the  Appeal  Court 
on  an  appeal  by  opponents  to  the  registra- 
tion, Sterling-Winthrop  Group  Ltd. 

Lord  Justice  Lawton  said  that  the 
applicants  must  show  that  their  colour 
patterns  came  within  the  ordinary  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "mark".  He  did  not  think 
they  could  do  so.  "The  appearance  of  an 
article  is  something  different  from  a  mark 
upon  it,"  he  said 

Lord  Justice  Russell  and  Lord  Justice 
Buckley  agreed  that  the  appeal  be  allowed, 
with  costs.  Smith,  Kline  and  French  were 
cranted  leave  to  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Wellcome's  trimethoprim 
patent  extended 

The  patent  for  Wellcome  Foundation's 
drug  trimethoprim,  expiring  this  year,  was 
extended  for  four  years  by  the  High  Court 
on  Monday.  Mr  Justice  Whitford  said  that 
research  on  the  drug  had  started  in  1942, 
but  because  of  problems  in  research,  clini- 
cal testing  and  other  factors,  the  drug  did 
not  reach  the  market  in  Britain  until  1968 
and  in  the  US  in  1973. 

The  patent  was  "extremely  meritorious" 
and  the  resulting  bacterial  compound  was 
effective  where  penicillins  and  other  anti- 
biotics failed.  This  was  because  it  was 
used  in  connection  with  sulphonamides. 
The  active  ingredient  was  being  made  in 
half  a  dozen  countries  in  the  world,  in- 
cluding China. 

So  far,  for  all  the  work  expended  on 
the  product  since  1942,  the  Wellcome 
Foundation  had  obtained  between 
£400,000  in  this  country  and  £1,000,000 


Cumulative  Price  List 
returns  next  week 

During  April  the  Chemist  &  Druggist 
weekly  price  list  service  published  nearly 
2,200  new  or  changed  prices,  again  sur- 
passing the  total  provided  by  any  other 
service. 

Believing  that  the  subscriber  needed  as 
many  prices  as  soon  as  possible,  we  with- 
held the  cumulative  list  to  achieve  that 
aim. 

We  realise  that  the  dropping  of  the 
cumulative  section  caused  some  problems, 
but  the  praise  we  have  received  for  our 
standard  of  service  confirmed  that  we  had 
accurately  interpreted  our  readers'  require- 
ments. 

With  the  continuing  inflationary  situa- 
tion it  was  evident  that  we  should  attempt 
to  revise  our  production  schedules  and 
with  the  collaboration  of  our  computer 
operators  and  printers,  we  have  done  so 
to  enable  us  to  revert  to  cumulative  lists. 

Subscribers  have  received  the  May  list 
and  the  '  up-dating"  issued  with  Chemist 
&  Druggist  dated  May  11  which  should 
b?  retained  for  the  life  of  the  May  list. 
That  list  together  with  the  "up-dating"  and 
the  current  week's  price  list  will  in  future 
provide  users  with  the  most  up-to-date 
information. 


throughout  the  world  to  cover  the  re- 
search and  other  costs  over  32  years.  That 
was  not  enough  to  enable  the  Foundation 
to  make  a  profit  on  the  drug  which  was 
of  considerable  value  to  mankind,  and  on 
the  best  estimate  possible,  four  years 
would  give  them  the  opportunity  to  re- 
cover their  costs  and  make  a  reasonable 
profit. 

London  Group  Executive 

The  Area  Chemist  Contractors  mentioned 
below  have  jointly  formed  an  executive 
committee  to  be  known  as  London  Group 
Pharmaceuti  al  Executive.  The  chairman 
and  vice-chairman  of  each  of  the  com- 
mittees are  respectively:  Camden  and 
Islington,  A.  J.  Edwards,  J.  G.  lies. 
Kensington,  Chelsea,  and  Westminster, 
H.  J.  Newitt,  B.  J.  Masters.  Greenwich 
and  Bexley,  G.  O.  French,  J.  G.  Blaney, 
Lambeth,  Southwark,  and  Lewisham,  J.  P 
Lewis.  D.  B.  Basu. 

Chairman  of  the  group  executive  is 
B.  J.  Masters  and  Vice-chairman,  G.  O. 
French.  Secretary  to  the  live  committees 
is  E.  Weyman,  4th  Floor.  Addison  House, 
32.  Chart  Street,  Nl  6EF. 

Fire  destroys  Nl  pharmacy 

Boyd's  Chemists  was  one  of  three  shops 
totally  destroyed  by  a  fire  which  broke 
out  in  a  row  of  shops  in  Main  Street, 
Newcastle,  co  Down,  Northern  Ireland, 
last  week. 

The  fir?  started  about  8.30  am.  Fierce 
winds  fanned  the  flames  and  spread  the 
fire  which  was  still  raging  at  lunch-time. 
The  blaze  is  believed  to  have  started  in  an 
electrical  shop  as  the  result  of  an  electrical 
fault  igniting  gas  cylinders,  which  then 
exploded. 


604    Chemist  &  Druggist 

People 

Mr  Laird  Parker,  BSc,  MPS,  has  been 
appointed  an  honorary  sheriff  of  Ren- 
frewshire and  Argyll.  Mr  Parker  was  in 
business  in  Oban  for  35  years  before  sell- 
ing his  pharmacy  at  the  end  of  1972. 
Mr  Bernard  Porter,  MPS,  of  Canterbury, 
has  been  elected  deputy  mayor  of  the  new 
Canterbury  city  council,  Councillor  Porter 
was  a  member  of  the  old  City  Council 
from  1961  and  mayor  of  the  city  in  1966 
and  1967. 

Mrs  C.  A.  Nunn,  who  has  completed  43 
years  service  with  Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd, 
has  retired.  Radiol  was  a  very  small  busi- 
ness when  Constance  Nunn  joined  as  an 
office  girl.  Her  abilities  and  financial  capa- 
city marked  her  for  promotion.  She 
became  company  secretary  in  1940  and 
was  appointed  to  the  board  in  1961.  Since 
then  she  has  had  an  overall  responsibility 
for  controlling  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
company.  Mrs  Nunn  is  about  to  visit 
Australia  and  at  a  recent  farewell  party 
she  was  presented  with  various  gifts  from 
the  company  and  the  staff. 
Mr  H.  J.  Deeny,  MPSNI,  166  Divis 
Street,  Belfast,  celebrates  fifty  years  as  a 
registered  pharmacist  this  month. 

Mr  Deeny  served  his  apprenticeship 
with  Davidson  &  Hardy,  Castle  Place, 
Belfast.  He  qualified  in  Dublin  in  1924  as 
a  licentiate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  and  came  on  to  the  Register  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern 
Ireland  in  1925  on  the  formation  of  that 
Society.  He  opened  a  pharmacy  at  Divis 
Street  and  has  been  in  business  in  the 
same  shop  for  the  past  48  years.  He  still 
attends  the  pharmacy  regularly  each  day. 

Deaths 

Bramley:  On  May  10,  Mr  Thomas  Geoffrey 
Bramley,  MPS,  7  Fore  Street,  Bodmin, 
Cornwall.  Mr  Bramley  qualified  in  1929. 
Flockhart:  On  May  5,  Mr  Robert  Laurence 
John  Flockhart,  MPS,  7  Grange  Road, 
Bearsden,  Glasgow.  Mr  Flockhart,  who 
died  while  playing  golf  at  St  Andrews, 
qualified  in  1931 

News  in  bref 

□  Volunleer  student  athletes  at  Leeds 
University  are  to  take  part  in  a  study  on 
the  effect  of  anabolic  steroids  on  athletic 
performances. 

□  A  spokesman  for  Kodak  Ltd,  Station 
Road,  Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts,  said  on 
Tuesday  that  Kodachrome  and  Kodacolor 
processing  were  not  at  that  time  affected 
by  union  disputes  reported  in  the  Press. 

□  The  cost  of  hiring  films  from  the 
Central  Film  Library  has  been  increased 
as  from  May  1.  A  16mm  sound  black  and 
white  film  will  be  charged  £0-60  for  the 
first  day  and  for  colour  £1-00. 

□  A  "great  service"  could  be  done  by 
legalising  cannabis,  taxing  it  heavily  and 
using  the  proceeds  to  finance  university 
research,  said  Sir  John  Hackett,  principal 
of  King's  College,  University  of  London, 
last  week. 
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Self  care 

There  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  amount  of  care  in  evidence  today.  The  I 
latest  example  refers  to  the  Panel  on  Self-Care,  to  which  you  drew  | 
attention  in  your  leader  of  last  week.  That  particular  body  "arose 
spontaneously",  according  to  the  chairman,  Dr  John  Fry,  who  presides 
over  a  group  which  describes  itself  as  "independent"  and  you  very 
properly  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  "spontaneity"  failed  to  throw 
up  anyone  from  retail  pharmacy.  But  it  were  churlish  to  complain,  for  the 
body  is  an  independent  one  and  pharmaceutical  interests  should  be  well 
looked  after  by  the  presence  of  Dr  T.  C.  L.  Dale  (medical  adviser, 
Beecham  Products  Ltd),  Dr  B.  A.  Elliot  (medical  director,  Miles 
Laboratories  Ltd),  Mr  G.  Teeling  Smith  (director.  Office  of  Health 
Economics— a  body  set  up  by  the  industry  itself)  and  Mr  J.  P.  Wells 
(director.  Proprietary  Association  of  Great  Britain). 

Doctors,  Professor  W.  J.  M.  Butterworth  told  a  one-day  conference, 
had  only  just  started  looking  outside  their  door  to  see  what  patients  do 
before  they  visit  the  surgery.  He  cannot  have  heard  of  the  patient 
complaining  of  an  ailment  to  his  doctor,  who  asked  him  if  he  had  done 
anything  about  It.  "I  went  to  the  chemist"  he  said.  "The  chemist?"  said 
the  physician.  "And  what  fool's  advice  did  he  give  you  ?"  "He  told  me  to 
see  you,  doctor"  was  the  reply. 

Symptoms 

It  must  be  difficult  for  the  pharmacist  to  know  quite  what  to  do,  for 
Sir  Derrick  Dunlop  (former  chairman  of  the  Medicines  Commission, 
sometime  Privy  Council  visitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
examinations  in  Scotland,  and  now  a  member  of  the  board  of  Sterling- 
Winthrop  Group  Ltd— a  man  of  versatility)  doubted  whether  any  public 
benefit  would  accrue  from  restricting  medicines  to  pharmacists.  The 
speaker  said  that  self-medication— which,  it  appears,  is  a  branch  of 
self-care— was  part  of  the  routine  of  living  and  everyone  needed  to  be  able 
to  treat  trivial  conditions  without  necessarily  consulting  a  pharmacist  or  a 
doctor.  Lay  people,  he  said,  could  be  expected  to  judge  when  a  symptom 
needed  medical  treatment,  but  Sir  Derrick  did  not  indicate  precisely  what 
"a  symptom"  was.  Fortunately,  Sir  Derrick  is  sufficiently  well-known  to 
make  it  wholly  unnecessary  for  him  to  declare  an  interest. 

Abuse 

Much  has  been  written  and  reported  of  the  abuse  of  medicines.  Now, 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  said  that  medicines  which 
are  likely  to  be  the  subject  of  abuse  should  not  be  displayed  for  sale  in 
pharmacies.  Display,  which  is  an  offer  for  sale,  can  be  interpreted  as 
promotion,  the  report  goes  on,  and  that  is  not  appropriate  for  the  kind  of 
medicinal  products  concerned.  The  "kind  of  medicinal  product"  the 
Council  had  in  mind  was  one  which  might  only  be  sold  to  the  public 
from  a  pharmacy.  It  is  recommended  that  storage  should  be  in  the 
dispensary  or  some  other  place  out  of  sight  of  customers. 

The  day  surely  will  come  when  display  of  all  medicines  will  be  regarded 
as  promotional  and  consequently  undesirable.  The  Council's  present 
statement  will,  the  Council  thinks,  help  to  illustrate  clearly  to  those  who 
request  the  products  that  close  supervision  of  sales  is  being  exercised  by 
the  pharmacist.  But  again,  such  supervision  should  extend  to  all 
medicines.  If  it  is  not  to  do  so,  then  the  attitude  of  Sir  Derrick  Dunlop  to 
the  sale  of  medicines  on  a  general  sale  list  may  be  considered  to  have 
some  justification.  Our  concern  for  public  safety  must  extend  beyond  the 
Council's  present  objective. 
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'  Two  great  names  -  six  great  products.  Germolene  Ointment,  Footspray,  Plasters  and 
New  Skin  are  household  words.  All  Fresh  Clean-up  Squares  and  Baby  Bottom  Wipes  -  two 
new  products  that  your  customers  are  asking  for  more  and  more. 

Stock  them  all  -  and  give  them  maximum  display  value.  There's  heavy  advertising  to 
back  you  up.  So  make  sure  your  customers  see  them.  Make  themyour  best  sellers  this  summer. 

BEECHAM  HOME  MEDICINES- 
BEST  SELLERS  ALL  ROUND 


Beecham's  Powders 

Tablets,  +  Hot  Lemon 
Phensic  Tablets 

Macleans  indigestion  Remedy 

Powder,  Tablets 

Iron  Jelloids 

Fynnon  Calcium  Aspirin 

Tablets 

Cephos  Powders,  Tablets 
Ellimans  Embrocation 


Germolene  Ointment, 
Footspra,y,  Plasters,  New-Skin 
Setlers  Tablets 

Veno's  Standard  and  Honey  and  Lemon 
Fynnon  Salt 

Dinneford's  Gripe  Mixture 
Yeast-vite  Tablets 
Phosferine  Tablets,  Liquid 
Fynnon  Spa  Bath  Salts  and  Liquid 
Beecham's  Pills 


All  Fresh  Clean-up  Squares, 
Baby  Bottom  Wipes 
Eno  Fruit  Salt' 
Germoloids  Ointment, 
Suppositories,  Moist  Toilet  Tissues 
Phyllosan  Tablets 
Ashton  &  Parsons  Powders 
Mac  Lozenges 

Night-nurse  (Southern,  London  T.V.) 
Diocalm  Tablets 


BEECHAM  PROPRIETARIES,  Beecham  House,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middx.  Tel:  01-560  5151 
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New  ^ 
products 


lo  ividy,    I  a 


Photographic 

Developer  for  films  and  papers 

Paterson  Products  Ltd  have  introduced  a 
General  Purpose  Developer  (FX-26)  which 
has  been  formulated  by  Geoffrey  Crawley 
to  fill  a  need  "for  a  single  developer  suit- 
able for  films  and  paper  (250ml  £0-59, 
500ml  £0-99,  1  1  £1-72). 

Paterson  GPD  is  supplied  as  a  concen- 
trated liquid.  It  is  diluted  1  -I- 19  for  films, 
or  1-1-7  for  prints.  Used  with  films  it  's 
said  to  have  a  compensating  action  ensur- 
ing good  exposure  latitude.  Grain  and 
definition  qualities  do  not  match  those  of 
the  special  negative  developers  but  Pater- 
son say  that  the  new  developer  will  be 
found  fully  adequate  for  the  small  scale 
enlargements  normally  made  from 
"universal"  developed  films.  Negatives  are 
clear  and  bright  with  low  fog  level  and 
this  claim  is  made  even  on  high  speed 
materials. 

With  papers  Paterson  GPD  is  said  to 
give  optimum  base  whiteness  and  a  rich 
neutral  black.  If  used  at  a  lower  dilution, 
such  as  1-1-4,  it  provides  a  rapid  finishing 
print  developer.  The  instructions,  which  in- 
clude development  times  for  the  most 
popular  films,  are  printed  on  the  bottle 
label  (distributed  by  Network  Technical 
Distributors  Ltd,  Radlett  Road,  Colney 
Street,  St  Albans,  Herts). 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Newcomers  to  Rimmel  range 

The  Rimmel  philosophy  of  providing  as 
many  women  as  possible  with  the  widest 
range  of  colour  cosmetics  "to  suit  their 
pockets  and  personalities"  is  evident  in 
the  additions  to  their  range  for  1974. 

The  first  new  shade  is  Morello  Sorbet  a 
blue  pink  tone  that  is  offered  in  the  frosted 
opal  nail  lacquer  (£0-34)  and  matching 
moisturised  lipstick  (£0  32). 

The  trend  appears  to  favour  the  pearl- 
ised  effect  in  lipsticks  evident  in  the  twist- 
up  to  (£0-27)  and  push-up  (£0-16)  lipsticks 
in  the  new  shades, —  damson  shimmer 
and  toffee  shimmer.  Rimmel  say  toffee 
shimmer  is  'also  with  gold,  for  extra 
lip  appeal". 

New  shades  in  pearlised  nail  lacquer 
(£0-20)  are  Jade  Shimmer,  Azure  Shimmer 
and  Damson  Shimmer. 

To  give  a  "new  look"  to  nails  for  pro- 
viding a  "jewel-like  crystal  clear  effect" 
Rimmel  offer  Crystal  lacquer  in  natural 
garnet,  natural  amethyst  as  well  as  in 
natural  ruby. 

The  brown-red  shades  are  predicted  "to 
come  into  their  own"  this  summer  and  the 
new  Russet  should  prove  popular.  It  comes 
in  the  Pearly  Blush  Stick  (£0-32)  the 
Individual  Translucent  Blush  (£0-21)  and 
the  Pat-On  Translucent  Blush  (£0-55). 
Flow  on  Cheek  Colour  (£0-26)  is  really 


a  fluid  range  —  again  in  a  pearlised  base 
is  offered  in  three  shades,  Cheeky  Bronze, 
Cheeky  Rose  and  Cheeky  Russet. 

The  Rimmel  creamy  eye  shadow  Collec- 
tion (£0-31)  contains  the  fashion  colours, 
turquoise,  lilac  opal,  sapphire,  jade  and 
indigo  opal  a  subtle  blue  that  in  shading 
merges  into  grey. 

Originally  available  in  a  collection  form 
there  are  now  six  individual  eye  crayons 
(£0-27)  —  snow  white,  sky  blue,  silver  fern, 
iced  coffee,  parma  violet  and  sapphire 
glow. 

An  eye  shadow  in  a  fluid  high  pearl 
base  is  bnsh  on  lid  lustre  (£0-31)  in  four 
shades  —  lilac,  lagoon,  lupin  and  leaf.  It 
is  applied  with  its  own  "in-built  brush". 

Bringing  the  permutations  to  nine  are 
two  new  eye  shadow  quartets  (£0-36).  One 
contains  iced  lilac,  iced  sky,  iced  blue  and 
iced  willow.  The  other,  iced  sky,  blue 
mood,  iced  uiac  and  wild  heather.  There 
are  two  more  eye  shadow  Duets  (£0-36) 
the  first  contains  iced  sky  and  blue  mood, 
the  second  iced  lilac  and  wild  heather. 

Grape  is  a  new  shade  in  the  Eyelash 
flatterer  fluid  mascara  (£0-43)  eye  liner 
pencils,  sea  shimmer,  coffee  shimmer  and 
lilac  shimmer  (£0-20)  all  provide  a  pearl- 
ised shimmer  effect  on  the  lids. 

The  double  eye  pencil  sharpener  (£0-lT) 
is  designed  to  sharpen  the  Rimmel  eye 
liner  pencils  and  also  the  Jumbo  eye 
shadow  pencils  (Rimmel  International  Ltd. 
17  Cavend-sh  Square,  London  Wl). 

Miners  summer  lool< 

Soft  smudge  and  Kajal  are  two  products 
introduced  by  Miners  for  their  "summer 
look"  this  year  Soft  Smudge  (£0-27),  is  a 
new  type  of  eyeline  —  a  soft,  peariy,  dark 
grey  powder  which  is  applied  around  the 
eye  with  a  dampened  sponge  applicator  to 
achieve  a  "soft,  smudgy"  effect. 

Kajal  eye  beautifieri(£0-27),  "outlines  and 
defines  the  eyes  without  making  them  look 
too  heavy"  It  comes  in  a  tin  containing 
an  applicator  and  should  be  applied  along 
the  rim  of  the  eyelids:  full  instructions 
are  on  the  pack. 

Miners  have  also  introduced  four  "sum- 
mer" flora)  fragrances  they  call  "Moods" 
(£0-30).  These  arc  coloured  wax  perfumes, 
each  in  a  small  tin.  The  fragrances  are 
—  summer  holiday,  which  has  woody 
undertones,  summer  romance,  a  "feminine 
and  floral"  perfume;  hot  summer,  with 
herbal  tones;  summer  party  with  spicy 
undertones  (Miners  Makeup  Ltd,  Hook 
Rise  South,  Snrbiton,  Surrey). 

Sun  care  preparations 

Four  new  sun  care  products  have  been 
introduced  by  Estee  Lauder.  They  are, 
sun  bathing  milk  (£2-00),  a  greaseless 
lotion  that  moisturises  the  skin  whilst 
protecting  it  from  the  sun's  harmful  rays. 
It  can  be  used  under  makeup.  Sun  bathing 
milk  (tinted)  (£2-25),  a  variation  of  the 
ordinary  sun  milk,  gives  the  skin  a  bronze 
glow  plus  sun-protection. 

Sun  block  (£2-00)  is  designed  for  maxi- 
mum protection  for  sun-sensitive  skins. 
The  beige  cream  which  comes  in  a  blue, 
plastic,  mirrored  compact,  is  recommen- 
ded for  use  for  those  areas,  such  as  lips, 
and  around  the  eyes,  that  are  prone  to 
burning. 

Lastly,  "apies-sun"  cooling  moisture 
treatment  (£3-00),  is   a  vitamin-enriched 


■ 


moisturising  lotion  to  prevent  drying 
peeling  and  soothes  the  sting  of  sunb 
(Estee  Lauder  Cosmetics  Ltd,  71  G 
venor  Street,  London  WIX  OBH). 

For  tlie  beach  and  snow 

Dorothy  Gray  have  introduced  a  ra 
of  sun  and  '  apres-sun"  skin  care  prod 
called   Beach   and   Snow,   suitable  t 
say,  for  giving  protection  on  the  be 
or  on  the  mountain  slopes.  There 
three  sun  products — a   gel,  cream 
lotion — and  one  "apres-sun"  product, 
are  packaged  in  lightweight,  unbreak 
tubes  and  bottles,  in  a  distinctive  cho 
late  brown  and  gold  colour  scheme. 

The  products  are,  sun  gel  (£0-75) 
normal,  young  and  oily  skins.  This 
cool,  fragrant  gel  tinted  pale  amber 
give  a  "healthy  sheen"  to  the  skin, 
lotion  (£0-95)  for  normal  and  dry  sk 
is  fragrance-matched  to  the  gel  and 
claimed  to  ensure  that  the  skin  tans  gra^ 
ally  and  evenly  without  redness  and  bu 
ing. 

Sun  cream  (£0-75)  for  very  dry  ; 
sensitive   skins   is  non-tinted   and  gi 
maximum  protection  to  the  skin  that 
with    difficulty.    The    after    sun  lot 
(£0-95),  is  a  creamy-white  milk  contai 
rich  oils  and  emollients  to  be  used 
the  whole  body  after  a  day's  sun-bathi 
The  milk  soothes  and  scents  the  skin 
prevents  drymg  (Gray  Products  Ltd 
Marshall   Road,   Hampden   Park,  E 
bourne,  Sussex). 

Beverages 

Dr/nA-  for  sportsmen 

Accolade,  a  drink  mix  for  sportsmen., 
now  available  nationally  from  Niche 
Laboratories,  following  successful  lauii 
through  Boots  and  the  sports  trade  in  S 
tember  1973.  Accolade  (200g,  60p)  si 
plies  glucose  and  replaces  electrolyte! 
sodium,  magnesium,  potassium,  chlori| 
sulphate  and  phosphate— lost  in  perspi| 
tion.  One  heaped  teaspoon  is  added  t(| 
glass  of  cold  water  to  produce  a  citr 
flavoured  drink  and  each  jar  is  suffici 
to  make  one  gallon.  The  drink  is  be 
advertised  in  the  sporting  Press  (Niche 
Laboratories  Ltd,  225  Bath  Road,  Slou 
Bucks). 
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Theleen  Scene 
Intimate  Deodorant 


elteistheNo.lbrand 
in  the  teenage  market 
-the  fun-loving,  fast 
spending  13-18  year  olds. 

d^te-  has  super  trendy 
new  packs. 


is  spending 
more  than  ever  for  1974 
-with  whole-page 
colour  ads.  in  Fabulous 
208,  Loving,  Melanie, 
Mirabelle,  Petticoat, 
Valentine. 

^^fehas  exciting 
promotions  through- 
out the  year. 


gives  you  great 
bonus  terms. 


Your  Crookes  Anestan 
^representative  has 
full  details. 
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Pharmaton  sale 

*Pharmaton  sales  outstripped  the 
market  growth  by  81%  during  1973. 

*Pharmaton  is  a  chemist-only  line. 

*Pharmaton-Join  our  success. 
STOCK^DISPLAY  and  SELL 
Pharmaton  Capsules. 

5jcPharmaton-the  Vitamin 
Plus  Capsule. 
Contains  Ginseng. 


1973 
Phamiaton 

Capsule  sales 


The  graph  shown  here  clearly  demon- 
strates how  Pharmaton's  phenomenal 
sales  growth  continued  to  outstrip 
the  total  tonic  market  growth  in  1973. 

Pharmaton  is  not  only  increasing 
its  market  share,but  doing  so  at 
an  increasing  rate. 

Only  chemists  can  benefit 
from  tliis  rising  tide.  So  the 
message  is  clear. STOCK, 
DISPLAY  and  SELL 
Pharmaton-the 
Vitamin  Plus 

Capsule  that  JAN 
contains  Ginseng.      I  g 


<^-^o  Pharmaton 
The  Big  Profit  earner 

    —         For  further  information  on  Hliamiaton  products, coiitjct  the  Pharmacon  K> 

y-^-*^  T/'^^^y  A  InformationBurcau,6RoscbcryRoad,LondonSW2  4DE. 

V^'JL  /^T"      Vestric  Ltd  are  the  main  UK  distributors  for  Pharmaton  products. 
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Care  scheme  in  Northern  Ireland 

Since  the  NPU's  Care  chemist  scheme  was 
launched  seven  months  ago,  more  than 
40  per  cent  of  Northern  Ireland's  600 
independent  pharmacists  have  joined  the 
scheme.  The  group  expect  further  increase 
iti  membership  next  month  when  S. 
Haydock  &  Co  Ltd,  North  Derby  Street, 
Belfast,  opens  a  10,000  sq  ft  warehouse 
specially  for  Care,  backed  by  a  Care 
transport  fleet. 

To  explain  the  situation,  Haydock  have 
invited  some  300  independent  pharma- 
cists to  three  separate  meetings  next  week 
at  Belfast,  Londonderry  and  Lurgan. 

New  packaging 

Sterling  Health  Products  are  packaging  the 
100,  200  and  300ml  sizes  of  Milk  of  Mag- 
nesia in  high  quality,  blue  pvc.  The 
changeover  from  glass  offers  the  consumer 
a  lighter,  unbreakable  pack.  The  30's 
bottle  of  Milk  of  Magnesia  tablets  will 
be  replaced  by  a  blister  pack  in  a  newly- 
designed  cardboard  outer  and  the  75  and 
150-tablet  bottles  will  be  replaced  by  pvc 
bottles. 

A  20  X  16  ins  full  colour,  wallchart  cov- 
ering medicine  through  the  ages  is  offered 
on  the  100-ml  bottle  and  30  label  pack  and 
is  available  on  receipt  of  5p  in  stamps, 
from  Sterling  Health  Products,  Surbiton, 
Surrey. 

Dana  Increase  their  price 

Dana  Perfumes  Ltd,  7  Conduit  Street, 
London  WIR  9TG,  regret  to  announce 
that  their  newly-launched  Tabu  eau  de 
parfum  will  have  to  be  increased  in  price 
to  retail  at  £2-50.  This  increase  has  been 
brought  about  by  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
component  parts  for  the  new  packaging. 

Display  competition 

Prizes  totalling  over  £500  are  to  be  won 
in  the  Black  Knight  display  competition 
by  Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd,  Stamford  House, 
Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks.  The  makers 
have  a  selection  of  material  available  for 
the  window  or  in-store  displays,  and  the 
photograph  entries  will  be  judged  by  an 
independent  design  consultant  on  their 
originality,  relevance  to  Black  Knight  and 
the  impact  on  the  consumer.  The  displays 
must  remain  in  place  for  a  minimum  of 
two  weeks,  between  June  10-August  3,  and 
the  competition  closes  August  19. 

Free  soup  from  Nutriplan 

A  free  meal  to  slimmers  is  being  offered 
by  Smith  &  Nephew  Ltd,  Bessemer  Road, 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts,  on  specially 
labelled  Nutriplan  soups.  The  offer  is  for 
a  trial  pack  of  any  of  the  new  meals  which 
include  omlette  mixes  and  mixed  cereals 
with  fruit  and  nuts.  Pre-packed  merchan- 
disers are  available. 

Also  from  Smith  &  Nephew  is  a  four- 


tier,  white  plastic-coated  display  unit  to 
hold  the  complete  range  of  Nutriplan's 
meals  for  slimmers. 

i  ,  ;  ( 

Biovital  prizewinners 

Results  of  the  Biovital  "pharmacy  in  the 
Common  Market"  quiz  suggest  that 
British  pharmacists  are  generally  quite 
well  informed  on  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy in  the  EEC,  according  to  the  judges. 
The  quiz,  organised  by  Dr  Schieffer- 
International,  Cologne  and  their  UK  dis- 
itributoirs,  iRiadiol  Chemicals  Ltd,  con- 
sisted of  18  questions  covering  a  variety 
of  aspects  of  European  pharmacy.  Several 
pharmacists  scored  14,  15  or  16  correct 
answers  and  nearly  50  per  cent  achieved 
a  score  of  nine. 

Three  main  prizewinners  are  Miss  M.  T. 
Unsworth  MPS,  proprietor  pharmacist  of 
Astley  Pharmacy  Ltd,  Manchester;  Mr  P. 
Sachs  MPS,  pharmacist  superintendent  of 
Eastons  Chemists,  London  E8,  and  Mr 
C  J.  Gibson,  BSc  Pharm,  who  works  at 
J.  R.  Jenk-nson,  Preston.  Their  prizes  con- 
sist of  all-expenses-paid  weekend  holidays 
in  Cologne  and  the  Rhine  Valley.  Cases 
containing  six  bottles  of  fine  German  wines 
have  been  awarded  to  the  ten  runners- 
up. 

Sunquick  on  Southern 

A  television  campaign  is  being  launched  on 
Southern  television  by  Dana-Sunquick 
Ltd,  Burley  House,  Marriott  Street,  Higher 
Hillgate,  Stockport,  Ches,  for  their  range 
of  Sunquick  concentrated  fruit  squashes. 
The  campaign  breaks  in  May  and  runs  for 
four  weeks  with  daily  30-second  colour 
spots  shown  at  "peak  housewife  viewing 
periods".  The  commercial  underlines  the 
economy  of  Sunquick's  "high"  concentra- 
tion. 

Promotional  pack 

Bristol-Myers  Co  Ltd,  Stamford  House, 
Station  Road,  Langley,  Bucks  SL3  6EB, 
are  currently  offering  a  Gilt  Edge  promo- 
tional pack  to  the  consumer.  The  pack 
offers  a  255g  size  for  the  normal  price  of 
the  170-g  pack  (£0-31).  Bonus  terms  to 
retailers  are  also  available  during  the  pro- 
motion. 

Battery  shaver  advertised 

The  GT2  battery  shaver  from  Remington 
Electric  Shaver  division,  Sperry  Rand  Ltd, 
Apex  Tower,  Maiden  Road,  New  Maiden, 
Surrey,  will  be  advertised  on  television 
and  radio  this  summer.  The  television 
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commercial  will  feature  actor  Richard 
O'Sullivan  who  will  show  the  versatility 
of  the  shaver,  using  it  "anywhere,  any 
time,  indoors  or  out",  it  will  run  from 
May  27  until  June  22. 

A  radio  commercial,  aimed  at  he  15-24 
age  group,  will  be  featured  on  Radio 
Luxembourg  from  June  17  until  July  12, 
reaching,  it  is  estimated,  55  per  cent  of 
men  in  this  age  group.  Display  material 
backing  the  advertising  campaign,  is  ob- 
tainable from  the  makers. 

Andr^  Philippe  Increase  production 

Andr^  Philippe  are  expecting  to  more  than 
double  their  production  capacity  follow- 
ing the  extension  of  their  factory  site.  To 
match  it,  Andre  Philippe  Ltd,  71  Gowan 
Avenue,  Fulham,  London  SW6  6RJ,  are 
embarking  on  a  provincial  Press  campaign 
from  the  beginning  of  June  to  run  through- 
out the  summer.  Advertisements  featuring 
the  bubble  bath  products  will  be  appear- 
ing in  95  provincial  papers  in  the  UK  and 
Northern  Ireland.  The  range  will  also  be 
advertised  on  Capital  Radio  and  London 
Broadcasting  commercial  radio  stations. 
The  summer  edition  of  Andre  Philippe 
News  will  be  distributed  to  14,000  UK  and 
Northern  Ireland  chemists  and  stores  and 
all  home  and  overseas  export  houses  as 
well  as  Embassies. 

Travel  size 

Bonne  Bell  Ltd,  York  House,  Empire  Way, 
Wembley,  Middlesex,  are  offering  four 
of  their  products  in  an  "introductory"  or 
"travel"  size.  The  products  are,  Ten-O-Six 
cleansing  lotion  (£0-25),  shower  2000 
(£0-25),  shampoo  2000  (£0-25)  and  hair 
conditioner  2000  (£0-25).  The  smaller  size 
is  in  a  non-breakable,  screw  topped  bottle 
and  is  ideal  for  travelling,  say  the  makers, 
A  display  unit,  which  holds  48  of  the  pro- 
duct is  aviilable. 

□  Bonne  Bel!  Ltd,  will  be  showing 
their  ran^e  including  Christmas  products 
at  the  Central  Hotel,  Glasgow,  from  June 
17  until  June  20 

Photographic  catalogue 

A  64-page  colour  catalogue  of  photo- 
graphic products  is  now  available  from 
Photopia  Ltd,  Hempstalls  Lane,  New- 
castle, Staffs  ST5  OSW. 

Japanese  Cameras  Ltd,  Photopia  Ltd, 
Paul  Plus  Ltd  and  Mayfair  Photographic 
Ltd  are  the  companies  in  the  Photopia 
International  Group  which  produced  the 
catalogue.  With  a  cover  price  of  £0-20, 
the  booklet  features  the  products  of  lead- 
ing names  m  photography  including, 
Minolta,  Miranda,  Buer,  Raynox,  Regula, 
Soligor,  Minette,  Ge  pe  and  Alpex,  among 
others. 

Paper-saving  Idea 

To  encourage  the  greater  collection  and 
recycling  of  waste  paper  from  homes, 
Thames  Board  Mills  Ltd,  Purfleet,  Essex, 
have  produced  a  promotional  campaign 
with  the  slogan  "Save  waste  paper — save 
a  tree".  Thames  hope  the  campaign  will 
be  taken  up  by  local  authorities  to  whom 
they  will  provide  free,  striking  promotional 
material  including  posters,  lorry  banners, 
a  press  release  and  leaflets. 

More  trade  news  on  p  612 
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Polaroid's  SX-70  the  result  of  15  years 
development  and  research 


Polaroid's  SX-70  camera  and  film  system, 
announced  this  week,  produces  a  colour 
picture  which  develops  in  daylight,  with 
no  film  parts  to  be  discarded  after  each 
exposure. 

The  system,  says  Polaroid,  incorporates 
an  array  of  chemical,  mechanical,  optical 
and  electronic  innovations  "many  of  which 
involve  completely  new  science  and  new 
technology".  It  is  the  culmination  of  15 
years  sustained  research  and  development. 


Camera 

The  SX-70  camera  (£109)  is  a  folding 
single  lens  reflex  camera  made  of  a  metal- 
plastic  material  encased  in  leather.  It 
weighs  24oz  and  measures  7  x  4  x  lin 
when  closed.  The  117mm,  f8,  glass  lens  has 
four  elements,  the  front  one  of  which  is 
moved  for  focusing  in  the  range  from  in- 
finity down  to  lOiin.  The  two-bladed  elec- 
tronic shutter  automatically  controls  ex- 
posures for  a  broad  range  of  lighting 
conditions,  including  some  time  exposures. 
Just  above  the  lens  there  is  a  socket  for 
flash  and  other  accessories.  The  shutter 
release  is  coloured  red  and  located  next  to 
the  lens.  Other  features  include  a  lighten/ 
darken  control,  a  film  counter,  and  split 
image  focusing. 

The  camera  is  opened  to  its  operating 
position  by  pulling  the  viewfinder  housing, 
found  on  top  of  the  camera,  upward. 
When  opened,  the  camera's  profile  is 
roughly  triangular,  with  the  viewfinder 
a  smaller  triangle  above.  To  close,  a 
latched  support  is  released  and  the  cam- 
era pressed  flat. 

The  reflex  viewing  system  employs  a 
mirror-folded  light  path  through  the  cam- 
era, rather  than  the  pentaprism  of  con- 
ventional single  lens  reflex  cameras.  Light 
entering  the  camera  through  the  lens 
travels  to  a  fixed  mirror  on  the  camera's 
back  wall,  and  then  is  reflected  to  a 
flat  grooved  plastic  surface  just  above 
the  film  plane.  This  Fresnel  surface  gath- 
ers and  reflects  the  maximum  light  pos- 
sible for  transmission  through  the  view- 
finder  to  the  photographer's  eye.  The 
viewing  system  carries  the  image  from 
the  horizontal  Fresnel  surface  and  pres- 
ents it  vertically,  exactly  as  in  the  fiinal 
picture. 

The  light  rays  pass  from  the  Fresnel 
surface  back  to  the  top  corner  of  the 
fixed  mirror  and  out  of  the  interior  of 
the  camera  through  a  tiny  hole.  In  the 
viewfinder  the  light  beam  encounters  a 
novel  plastic  aspheric  mirror.  The  non- 
sperical  surface  compensates  for  the  fact 
that  the  light  is  striking  it  from  below 
the  mirror's  centre-line.  From  the  as- 
pheric mirror  the  light  passes  through  a 
low  magnification  eyepiece  to  the  eye. 
When    the    electric    shutter    button  is 


pressed  to  take  a  picture,  the  Fresnel 
carrier  swings  up  against  the  flat  viewing 
mirror.  On  the  underside  of  the  carrier 
is  a  second  flat  mirror  for  taking  the 
pictures.  Light  from  the  camera  lens  is 
directly  reflected  from  this  mirror  through 
the  transparent  surface  of  a  film  unit  to 
make  an  exposure.  After  the  exposure 
is  made,  the  Fresnel  carrier  swings  down 
and  the  shutter  opens  so  that  the  photo- 
grapher may  view  the  next  scene. 

The  shutter  consists  of  two  simple  aper- 
ture blades,  which  slide  by  each  other.  The 
blades  contain  two  sets  of  holes:  a  large 
set,  which  forms  the  aperture  for  the  tak- 


in,  the  electric  eye  is  automatically  discon- 
nected, and  the  shutter  remains  open  for 
1  /40  sec.  The  size  to  which  the  shutter 
aperture  is  allowed  to  open  is  controlled 
directly  through  the  focus  wheel  of  the 
lens.  Thus,  focusing  on  any  specific  dis- 
tance automatically  sets  the  correct  flash  ; 
exposure  for  that  distance.  Apertures  for 
flash  pictures  vary  from  f90  for  a  subject 
at  10  in  to  a  maximum  of  f8  for  subjects 
at  15-20  ft. 

To  load  a  film  pack,  the  film  door 
under  the  lens  is  opened  by  pressing  on 
a  yellow  bar  at  the  right  of  the  camera. 
The  pack  is  inserted  and  the  film  cover 


I 


A  cross-sectional 
view  of  the 
camera  showing 
the  light  path 

ing  lens  and  a  smaller  set  for  the  lens  of 
the  electric  eye,  which  provides  automatic 
exposure  control. 

The  amount  by  which  the  blades  are 
permitted  to  move  past  each  other  deter- 
mines both  the  amount  of  light  entering 
the  lens,  and  the  duration  of  time  it  can 
enter.  Thus,  the  blades  perform  the  job 
of  both  the  shutter  and  the  lens  dia- 
phragm of  a  conventional  camera. 


Exposure 


When  the  red  shutter  button  is  pressed, 
an  electrical  switch  is  closed  which  sets 
in  motion  a  complex  sequence  of  events. 
The  shutter  blades  close  and  the  hinged 
"taking"  mirror  moves  into  the  correct 
position.  The  shutter  blades  begin  to  open 
again  to  expose  the  film.  The  tiny  photo- 
cell of  the  electric  eye  measures  the 
amount  of  light  coming  in  through  the 
small  set  of  holes  in  the  shutter  blades. 

When  half  the  total  amount  of  light 
needed  for  correct  exposure  has  passed 
through,  the  electronics  automatically  re- 
verse the  movement  of  the  blades,  closing 
them  again  at  a  carefully-controlled  speed. 

For  flash  pictures,  the  shutter  works 
differently.  When  a  flash  unit  is  plugged 


is  then  automatically  ejected. 

In  1-5  sec  after  exposure,  the  dry,  hard 
film  unit  is  driven  out  at  the  front  of  the 
camera  below  the  lens,  allowing  a  further 
photograph  to  be  taken  almost  at  once. 
The  picture  area  slightly  over  3in  square, 
is  at  first  turquoise  in  appearance  but 
gradually  the  colour  image  begins  to 
appear.  The  image  continues  to  mature 
for  several  minutes  until  the  development 
is  complete,  but  the  user  does  not  need  to 
time  the  process. 

Film 

There  are  10  film  units  in  each  film  pack 
(£3-65).  Each  film  is  an  integral  assembly 
of  15  layers  and  utilises  new  chemicals 
and  stable  metallised  dyes.  A  unique  thin 
battery  is  built  into  the  film  pack  to  power 
the  camer's  electronics  —  Polaroid  sayi' 
the  camera's  micro-circuitry  is  equivalent; 
to  several  hundred  transistors.  • 
The  film  unit  has  two  main  constituents—; 
a  negative  and  a  positive.  The  negative  j 
contains  the  dyes  which,  during  proces-, 
sing,  will  physically  migrate  to  the  positive 
to  form  the  colour  picture.  The  positive i 
sheet   lies    permanently   on    top   of  the 
negative,  but  is  transparent.  The  negative 
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thus    exposed    through    the  positive 
eet. 

The  negative  has  three  layers  of  light- 
nsitive  silver  halide  grains.  The  layers 
e  selectively  sensitive  the  top  one  being 
imarily  sensitive  to  blue  light,  the  centre 
e  to  green,  and  the  lower  one  io  red. 
low  each  silver  halide  layer  there  is 
layer  of  dye  in  the  form  of  a  dye  de- 
loper.  The  dye  in  each  case  is  of  a 
implementary  colour  to  that  to  which  the 
yer  is  sensitive. 

The  silver  halide  does  not  become  part 
the  positive  picture  image  as  it  does 
black    and    white    diffusion  transfer 
lotography.  Instead,  it  selectively  con- 
3ls  the  migration  of  dyes  through  de- 
lopment.  Those  dye  developers  involved 
development  are  trapped,  and  preven- 
d  from  migrating  to  the  positive  sheet, 
le  other  dye  developers,  which  have  no 
veloping  job  to  do  because  their  adja- 
jJInt  silver  halides  were  not  exposed,  may 
grate. 

■  Both  chemical  and  physical  means  are 
Hed  to  ensure  that  the  migrating  dye 
;veloper  components  are  able  to  act 
ily  on  the  exposed  silver  halide  grains 
cated  in  the  layer  directly  above  them, 
d  not  on  those  in  any  of  the  Other 
;ht-sensitive  layers. 


evelopment 


uring  ejection,  the  film  unit  is  auto- 
jatically  driven  from  the  camera  through 
!/o  tiny  steel  rollers  below  the  camera's 
iiutter  housing.  The  rollers  rupture  a 
rtall  pod  of  each  film  unit,  spreading 
agent  between  the  bonded  negative  and 
psitive  sheets.  Opacifying  dyes  in  the  re- 
gent form  a  kind  of  "chemical  curtain" 
shield  the  negative's  still-sensitive  layers 
lorn  any  further  exposure  to  light.  The 
:hemical  curtain"  is  so  effective,  say 
olaroid,  that  it  can  block  "millions  of 
mes  more  light  than  is  used  to  take 
e  picture". 

An  alkali  reagent  penetrates  all  the 
:gative  layers  and  sets  the  processing  in 
otion.  The  dye  developers  are  activated 
id  developer  molecules  spread  upwards. 
Whenever  an  exposed  silver  halide  grain 

encountered,  it  is  reduced  to  metallic 
Iver.  In  this  process  the  dye  developer 
ecomes  trapped.  Dye  developers  which 
icounter  unexposed  halides  continue  up- 
ards. 

Thus,  blue  light  causes  the  yellow  dye 
I  be  trapped  in  the  blue-sensitive  layer, 
hile  the  magenta  and  cyan  dyes  are 
ee  to  move  on  to  the  positive  image- 
jceiving  layer.  There  admixture  re-creates 
ie  blue  of  the  subject  photographed.  In 
»e  same  manner,  all  over  the  picture 
rea  the  three  layers  trap  and  release 
lyes  selectively  to  re-create  the  colours 
f  the  original  subject. 

When  the  alkaline  reagent  has  pene- 


Different  stages 
in  the 

development 
process 


trated  a  "timing"  layer,  it  reaches  the 
acid  polymer  layer,  which  causes  the 
alkalinity  to  be  neutralised,  hence  devel- 
opment is  halted.  The  positive  picture 
will  have  been  built  up  in  an  image-re- 
ceiving layer  in  the  positive,  and  the 
opaque  layer  will  now  become  trans- 
parent. 

A  third  reagent,  a  small  quantity  of 
titanium  dioxide,  remains  just  below  the 
finished  image,  forming  a  highly  reflec- 
tive base  for  the  colour  image  and  at  the 
same  time  shielding  the  negative  which 
has  completed  its  function  and  should  not 
be  seen. 

The  rigid,  self  protecting  structure  of 
the  film  unit  allows  pictures  to  be  stacked 
together,  dropped  on  the  floor  or  in  sand, 
or  even  dipped  into  water  or  many  other 
liquids  without  damage  to  the  photo- 
graph, say  Polaroid. 

The  speed  of  development  is  determmed 
by  the  ambient  temperature. 


Flash  Unit 


A  10-shot  flash  unit  (£1-30)  has  also 
been  developed.  The  unit  has  10  small, 
powerful  flashbulbs  mounted  in  two  rows 
of  five  on  the  front  and  back  of  a  single 
assembly.  The  bulbs  are  claimed  to  t)e  able 
to  illuminate  properly  subjects  from  104in 
to  more  than  2Utt  away. 

The  flash  unit  fits  into  a  socket  above 
the  camera  lens. 

The   camera   automatically   finds  and 
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fires  the  next  "good"  bulb  facing  the  sub- 
ject ("it  will  skip  a  dud"). 


Accessories 

Other  SX-70  accessories  include: 

□  Type  114  Carrying  Case  (£9-94):  carry- 
ing pouch  and  hand-strap  made  of  the 
same  leather  as  used  in  the  camera. 

□  Type  113  Accessory  Holder  (£4-25): 
clips  directly  to  the  camera's  flash  socket 
and  serves  as  a  mount  for  a  close-up  lens, 
lens  shade,  etc. 

□  Type  120  Lens  Shade  (£2-00):  shields 
the  lens  in  bright  sunlight,  and  fits  into  the 
accessory  holder. 

□  Type  121  Close-up  Lens  (£5-75):  for 
focusing  from  lO+in  down  to  Sin,  allow- 
ing objects  to  be  photographed  life  size. 
It  fits  into  the  accessory  holder. 

□  Type  111  Tripod  Mount  (£4-75):  snaps 
directly  onto  the  bottom  of  the  camera  so 
it  can  be  used  on  a  conventional  tripod. 

□  Type  112  Remote  Shutter  Release 
(£4-25):  for  automatic  time  exposures  up 
to  14  sec  duration,  the  18in  cable  release 
plugs  into  the  side  of  the  camera's  shutter 
housing. 

□  Type  132  Self  Timer  (£5-95):  fitting 
into  the  socket  on  the  side  of  the  camera 
shutter  housing,  the  timer  causes  a  12 
second  delay. 

□  Type  116  Compartment  Case  (£16-95): 
the  "deluxe"  carrying  case.  It  is  reinforced 
with  steel,  and  covered  with  a  durable, 
waterproof,  brown  vinyl  covering,  and  is 
designed  also  to  hold  film,  flashbar  arrays 
and  camera  accessories.  It  can  be  used 
with  either  hand  or  shoulder  strap. 

□  Type  125  Accessory  Kit  (£19-95):  in- 
cludes five  accessories;  a  tripod  mount, 
remote  shutter  button,  accessory  holder, 
lens  shade,  and  close-up  lens. 

Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley  Road,  St 
Albans,  Herts  are  now  at  their  new  address. 


The  accessories 
come  in 

distinctive  boxes 
bearing  the  new 
Polaroid  design 
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Trade  News 


Continued  from  p  609 


Peaches  and  cream  shampoo 

Popular  women's  magazines,  including 
Woman,  Woman's  Own,  Woman's  Realm, 
and  Woman  and  Home,  and  the  national 
Press,  have  been  chosen  by  Columbia 
Products  Co  Ltd,  Sherbourne  Avenue, 
Binstead,  Isle  of  Wight,  to  advertise  their 
new  Aronde  peaches  and  cream  shampoo. 
The  200-cc  shampoo  comes  in  a  tall,  drink- 
ing glass  that  has  been  designed  for  per- 
manent use  (£0-33). 

Seton  catalogue 

A  new  42  page  catalogue  has  been  pro- 
duced by  the  Seton  Group  to  provide 
comprehensive  information  on  all  their 
specialised  surgical  dressings,  disposable 
plastic  appliances  and  associated  equip- 
ment. The  catalogue  describes  39  different 
products  covering  some  400  stock  items. 
Copies  are  available  from  the  Seton 
Group,  Tubiton  House,  Medlock  Street, 
Oldham. 

Price  Commission  rejections 

In  April  the  Price  Commission  rejected 
increases  sought  by  the  Wellcome  Founda- 
tion Ltd,  on  Ovigest  and  swine  erysipelas 
vaccine.  Increases  sought  by  Unigate 
Foods  Ltd  on  babymilks,  the  Nestle  Co 
Ltd  on  milk  products  and  Reckitt  & 
Colman  on  Supersoft  hairspray  were  with- 
drawn. 

Agua  Brava  'miniatures' 

The  Agua  Brava  after  shave  and  concen- 
tree  distributed  by  Myram  Picker  Ltd, 
Hook  Rise,  Kingston  By-Pass,  Surblton, 
Surrey,  are  now  in  a  new  miniature  size. 
These  "try  sizes"  have  the  same  design  as 
the  larger  sizes  and  are  f  0-35  for  the  after- 
shave, and  £0-45  for  the  concentree. 

The  makers  are  also,  for  a  h°mited 
period,  offering  the  25-cc  Agua  Brava  after 
shave  and  2-oz  bar  of  soap  free  with  any 
two  purchases  in  the  range.  This  offer  is 
exclusive  to  Boots. 

Human  olacenfal  lactogen  test 

The  HPL  immunoassay  kit  from  the 
Radiochemical  Centre,  Amersham  is  said 
to  provide  a  rapid  and  precise  in  vitro 
measurement  of  human  placental  lactogen 
levels  in  serum  or  plasma  in  the  range 
0  02-10  ,ug/ml  (£15-00  trade,  with  reduc- 
tions for  larger  quantities).  Sufficient  re- 
agents are  supplied  to  assay  25  samples  in 
duplicate  and  the  expiry  date  is  usually 
at  least  six  weeks  from  the  date  of  receipt. 
Measurement  of  the  HPL  levels  of  patients 
with  vaginal  bleeding  in  the  first  trimester 
of  pregnancy  can  indicate  whether  abor- 
tion is  likely. 

Rubinstein  Christmas  showrooms 

Helena  Rubinstein  Ltd,  31  Davies  Street, 
London  WIY  IFN,  will  be  holding  their 
Chrismas  showrooms  at  the  following: 
The  Post  House,  Southampton,  June  17-20, 
Central  Hotel,  Glasgow,  June  17-20,  Hen- 
don  Hall,  Hendon,  June  17-20,  Hotel 
Majestic,  Harrogate,  June  24-27,  Royal 
Turks  Hotel,  Newcastle,  July  2-4,  Hotel 


Nelson,  Norwich,  July  2-4,  Grand  Hotel, 
Brighton,  July  8-11,  Midland  Hotel,  Birm- 
ingham, July  8-11,  Hotel  Piccadilly,  Man- 
chester, July  15-18,  Dragonara  Hotel, 
Bristol,  July  22-25. 

Spring  holiday  closing 

The  following  companies  will  be  closed 
Monday,  May  27,  and  will  reopen  at 
start  of  business  Tuesday,  May  28: 
E.  H.  Butler  &  Sons  Ltd,  PO  Box  55, 
Brunswick  Street,  Leicester  LEI  2LL. 
May  &  Baker  Ltd*,  Dagenham,  Essex. 
William  Ransom   &  Son  Ltd,  Hitchin, 
Herts,  will  close  from  Monday,  27  until 
Friday,  May  31  (inclusive). 
*  Urgent  supplies  obtained  from  Messrs 
John  Bell  &  Croydon,  59  Wigmore  Street, 
London  Wl. 


Rescrptbn 


SECHOLEX  powder 

Manufacturer  Pharmacia  (Great  Britain) 
Ltd,  Paramount  House,  Uxbridge  Road, 
London  W5  (distributors  Farillon). 
Description  Each  sachet  contains  3g  of 
the  hydrochloride  of  polidexide  (poly- 
[2-(diethy!amino)  ethyl]  polyglycerylene 
dextran)  (known  as  PDX  chloride  in  clini- 
cal trials) 

Indications  Reduction  of  serum  choles- 
terol levels 

Contraindications  Safe  use  in  children  has 

not  yet  been  established 

Dosage  Adults  only — 3g  to  be  taken  3 

to  5  times  daily  after  meals.  The  powder 

should  be  stirred  into  a  half  glassful  of 

water  and   left  a  few   minutes  before 

drinking 

Precautions  Patients  undergoing  concur- 
rent therapy  with  dicoumarol  require 
more  frequent  monitoring  as  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  a  decrease  in  anticoagulant 
effect.  Secholex  has  been  shown  to  re- 
duce absorption  of  penicillin,  to  delay 
absorption  of  digoxin  and  nitrofurantoin 
but  did  not  affect  absorption  of  acetazol- 
amide,  tetracycline  or  warfarin.  Secholex 
can  be  safely  stopped  during  antibiotic 
treatment  if  absorption  of  antibiotic  is 
affected. 

Side  effects  Constipation  and  occasionally 

gastrointestinal  distension 

Storage  In  a  dry  place 

Packs  50  foil  laminate  sachets  (£6-50  trade) 

Issued  May  1974 

Notes  Secholex  reduces  serum  cholesterol 
by  binding  bile  acids  in  the  intestine  so 
they  are  excreted  in  the  faeces  instead 
of  bemg  reabsorbed  in  the  usual  way. 
This  depletion  of  the  bile  acid  pool  is 
countered  by  synthesis  of  more  bile  acids 
from  cholesterol.  Secholex  has  been  shown 
to  reduce  serum  cholesterol  levels  by  up 
to  25  per  cent  and  when  used  with 
clofibrate,  up  to  39  per  cent.  Secholex 
is  not  absorbed  by  the  gut  or  digested 

MEDRO^^E  acne  lotion 

Manufacturer  Upjohn  Ltd,  Fleming  Way, 
Crawley,  Sussex 

Description   Pale  yellow  emulsion  con- 


taining methylprednisolone  acetate  0-25 
per  cent  w/v,  sulphur  (from  colloidal 
sulphur)  5  per  cent  w/v,  aluminium  chlor- 
hydroxide  complex  10  per  cent  w/v 
Indications  Acne  vulgaris,  rosacea  and 
seborrhoeic  dermatitis 
Contraindications  Those  applying  to  topi- 
cal corticosteroids.  Should  not  be  used  in 
large  amounts  or  for  prolonged  periods 
in  pregnancy 
Method  of  use  Apply  sparingly  once  or 
twice  daily 

Precautions  Avoid  contact  with  eyes 
Side  effects  If  excessive  drying  or  peeling 
of  skin  occurs,  frequency  of  application 
should  be  reduced.  Other  less  frequent 
side  effects  include  erythema,  itching 
burning,  hyperpigmentation  and  occasion- 
al allergic  reactions 
Storage  Do  not  freeze,  dispense  in  original 
container 

Dispensing  diluent  Should  not  be  d'luted 
Packs  25ml  (£0-51  trade)  and  75ml  (£1'37) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA 
Issued  May  1974 

Eldo-Sed 

From  May  31,  Pharmax  Ltd,  Bourne  Road 
Bexley,  Kent  DAS  INX,  are  discontinuing 
Eldo-Sed. 


on  TV 

n©(t  week 


Ln  —  London;  M  —  Midland;  Lc  —  Lancashire, 
Y_  Yorkshire;  So  —  Scotland;  WW  —  Wales 
and  West;  So  —  South;  NE  —  North-east; 
A  —  Anglia;  U  —  Ulster;  We  —  Westward; 
B  —  Border;  G  —  Grampian;  E  —  Elreann; 
CI  —  Channel  Islands. 

Andrews  liver  salt:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  So,  NE, 
Alberto  Balsam  conditioner:  All  except  B 
CI 

Alberto  Balsam  shampoo:  All  except 
CI 

Alberto  '/05:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  So 
Askit:  Sc 

Body  Mist:  All  areas 
Bristows   shampoo   &  conditioner:  All 

areas 

Cow  &  Gate  baby  meals:  Ln,  M,  Y,  So, 

NE,  A 

Cow  &  Gate  Babymilks:  Ln,  M,  Y,  So, 

NE,  A 

Close-Up:  All  areas 

Crest  toothpaste:  Y 

EInelt  hairspray:  All  areas 

Fresh  &  Dry:  All  areas 

Gillette  G11:  Ail  areas 

Harmony  shampoo:  All  areas 

Head  &  Shoulders:  M,  Sc,  WW,  So,  A,  U 

We,  B,  G 

Macleans  Freshmint:  All  areas 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  except  Ln,  G,  E,  CI 

Pears  soap:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  NE,  B 

G,  CI 

Radox:  Ail  except  U,  E 
Right  Guard:  All  areas 
SR:  All  areas 
Sunquick:  So 
Sure:  All  areas 

Three  Wishes  antipersplrant:  All  areas 
Vosene:  All  areas 

Wilkinson  Sword  Double  Edge  Blades:  Ai 

areas 
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Sangers  Group 

of  Compiiiies 

have  the  best  buys 

in  the  world  of 
Photography 


Polaroid  Instant  Picture  Cameras  are  certain  to  be  m  great  demand  this  Summer. 
We're  ready  to  meet  your  demand  for  them  with  stocks  of  Super  Swingers  for  black  and  white 
pictures  in  seconds  — £6.96*,  Square  Shooter  2's  for  colour  pictures  in  a  minute  — £1  2.36*, 
and  Colorpack  80's  for  both  colour  and  black  and  white  pictures  in  seconds  — £1  6.1  8*. 
For  instant  supplies  of  the  best  buys  in  the  world  of  photography,  contact  us. 


Brool<s  &  Warburton  Mitcham  Sangers  Ltd.  Bedford  Croxley  Green  Brighton 

Chemists  Supply  Co.  Bournemouth  IVlay  Roberts  &  Co.  Stamford  Hill  Plymouth  Maidstone 

Evans  Gadd  &  Co.  Ltd.  Bristol   Exeter  Plymouth  H.  Tillner  Reading 

Allied  Drug  &  Chemical  Co.  Ltd.  Wembley  John  Thompson  Liverpool  Llandudno 


*  Manufacturers  suggested  retail  price 


■Polaroid"  and  "Swinger"  are  trade  marks  of  Polaroid  Corporation,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
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Silvikrin 


Beecham  toiletries  sell  through  faster! 

Why?  Because  Beecham  develop  their  brands  to  fulfil  the 
specific  needs  of  each  major  consumer  market.  And  because 
Beecham  invest  in  these  brands  with  very  heavy  advertising 
and  promotional  support.The  result  is  a  fuller  till  for  you! 


BEECHAM  PROPRIETARIES,  BRENrFORO.MODLESEX. 
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tability  important  in 
ispensed  medicines 


impoitance  of  stability  of  dispensed 
iicines  to  the  practising  pharmacist  was 
lined  by  Dr  G.  Smith,  lecturer  in  Phar- 
ceutics,  Department  of  Pharmacy, 
riot-Watt  University,  Edinburgh,  at  a 
ent  evening  meeting  of  the  Scottish 
partment.  An  abstract  of  his  talk 
)ears  below: 

ere  are  three  principal  types  of  stability 
ts:  Storage  tests  may  be  carried  out 
ler  controlled  stresses  that  represent  the 
iditions  expected  during  storage  of  the 
iduct.  To  sim.ulate  use  of  the  medicine 
the  patient,  further  tests  are  sometimes 
■formed  in  which  the  container  is 
;ned  at  appropriate  intervals  to  remove 
;es. 

n  "field"  tests,  the  packaged  medicine 
sent  by  various  means  of  transport  to 
countries  in  which  it  is  to  be  sold  and 
;d. 

'Accelerated"  stability  tests  are  carried 
t  under  controlled  exaggerated  stresses 

that  the  rate  of  reaction  is  enhanced. 

the  relationship  between  the  rate  of 
iction  and  the  stress  is  known  in  detail, 
stability  of  the  medicine  under  "nor- 

1"  stresses  can  be  predicted. 

ect  of  iow  temperature 

)rage  at  low  temperatures  usually  en- 
ices  the  chemical  stability  of  drugs  in 
ueous  solution.  If  solutions  are  frozen, 
wever,  the  rate  of  degradation  may  be 
)dified  owing  to  partial  crystallisation  of 
!  solvent  and  of  one  or  more  of  the 
utes.  The  marked  fall  in  pH  when 
iueous  buffer  solutions  of  sodium 
lydrogen  phosphate  and  disodium  hydro- 
ti  phosphate  are  frozen  has  been  ex- 
3ited  for  the  stabilisation  of  homatropine 
e-drops  buffered  at  pH  7-4  (at  22°C). 
ter  storage  at  20 °C  for  six  weeks,  41 
r  cent  of  the  original  content  of  homa- 
3pine  was  hydrolysed  whereas  at  —  10°C 
re  was  no  evidence  of  hydrolysis  after 
weeks.  At  -10°C  the  pH  fell  to  about 
)  because  of  partial  crystallisation  of  ice 
d  disodium  hydrogen  phosphate;  pH  3-6 
close  to  that  of  maximum  stability  of 
imatropine  in  aqueous  solution.  After 
e  frozen  solution  had  been  thawed,  the 
i  rose  to  7-4.  In  the  future  other  phar- 
iceutical  applications  of  storage  at  low 
Tiperatures  may  be  found.  Care  must  be 
ken  in  the  use  of  frozen  solutions,  how- 
er,  because  in  some  instances  the  rate  of 
gradation  may  be  much  faster  than  at 
om  temperature. 

If  a  material  is  exposed  to  the  air  at  a 
rtain  temperature  and  relative  humidity 
will  gain  or  lose  moisture  until  equili- 
ium  is  attained.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
at  moisture  could  be  gained  or  lost  by 
iwdered  substances  in  contact  with 
ushed  gelatin  capsules  suggesting  that 
e  direction  of  moisture  transfer  depends 


upon  the  relative  hygroscopic  nature  of 
the  gelatin  and  the  substance.  Thus  if  both 
drug  and  gelatin  are  allowed  to  attain 
equilibrium  at  the  same  relative  humidity 
then  a  stable  moisture-exchange  state 
would  be  expected  to  result.  But  it  has 
recently  been  shown  that  the  moisture 
transfer  between  sodium  cromoglycate- 
lactose  blends  and  hard  gelatin  capsules 
is  more  complex.  Moisture  is  transferred 
from  the  capsule  to  its  contents  during 
storage,  although  capsule  and  contents 
have  been  allowed  separately  to  attain 
equilibrium  at  the  same  relative  humidity. 
Sodium  cromoglycate  appears  to  act  as  a 
"sink"  for  moisture  in  the  gelatin  capsule. 
Other  drugs  might  behave  similarly  and 
the  effects  may  be  important  in  the 
stability  of  capsules.  The  loss  of  moisture 
from  capsule  shells  could  lead  to  brittle- 
ness  which  might  produce  problems  in 
handling.  Accumulation  of  water  in  the 
encapsulated  powder  could  result  in 
chemical  degradation,  formation  of 
hydrates  and  production  of  a  "cement"  in 
the  capsule  contents,  which  might  affect 
the  rate  of  dissolution  of  the  drug  and  its 
bioavailability. 

The  presence  of  common  Gram-negative 
bacilli  in  oral  medicines  is  undesirable. 
Pseudomonas  aeruginosa  has  been  reported 
to  be  commonly  found  in  magnesium  tri- 
silicate  mixture,  kaolin  mixture,  and  other 
alkaline  mixtures  especially  those  contain- 
ing peppermint  water. 


Water 

The  BPC  requires  the  use  of  either 
drinking  water  freshly  drawn  from  the 
public  supply  or  freshly  boiled  and  cooled 
purified  water.  Most  BPC  mixtures  contain 
0-25  per  cent  v/v  of  chloroform  but  the 
use  of  chloroform  as  an  antimicrobial 
preservative  for  mixtures  is  fraught  with 
problems.  It  is  readily  lost  from  mixtures 
in  bottles  opened  several  times  a  day  for 
the  removal  of  doses  and  its  effectiveness 
is  much  reduced  if  its  concentration  falls 
below  0-1  per  cent.  The  possible  toxicity  to 
the  liver  of  chloroform  water  administered 
for  prolonged  periods  should  be  con- 
sidered. Other  preservatives,  such  as 
alcohol,  the  hydroxybenzoates  and  ben- 
zoic acid  also  have  limited  applications. 
The  use  of  3-phenylpropanol  (hydroxy- 
cinnamyl  alcohol)  as  an  antimicrobial  pre- 
servative in  mixtures  has  been  suggested; 
further  work  is  desirable  on  the  applica- 
tions of  this  substance  which  has  a 
cinnamon-like  odour  and  taste. 

Stability  problems  in  the  use  of  plastics 
containers  for  tropical  preparations,  include 
permeabiHty  of  gasses  and  water  vapour 
through  the  "walls,  leaching  of  additives 
from  the  plastics  into  the  product,  sorption 
by  the  polymer  of  antimicrobial  preserva- 
tives and  other  ingredients  of  the  product, 


and  dissolution  of  the  plastics  by  solvents 
present  in  the  product. 

The  suitability  of  plastics  containers  for 
dispensed  ointments  and  tablets  has  been 
investigated.  Although  relatively  poor  pro- 
tection was  given  against  the  passage  of 
water  vapour,  mainly  because  of  the  loose 
fit  of  the  closures,  the  loss  of  water  from 
test  containers  filled  with  cetrimide  cream, 
stored  for  28  days  in  a  humidity  cabinet 
at  25 °C  and  65  per  cent  relative  humidity, 
was  less  than  2  per  cent;  British  Standard 
1679:  Part  4:  1969  allows  a  maximum 
water  loss  of  3  per  cent  under  the  same 
conditions.  This  performance  was  con- 
sidered to  be  adequate  for  a  container  in- 
tended for  a  few  weeks'  supply  of  a  dis- 
pensed cream  In  another  experiment, 
there  was  no  evidence  of  leaching  of  addi- 
tives from  the  plastics  containers  into 
liquid  paraffin  kept  for  7  days  at  50°C. 
However,  in  an  accelerated  test  with 
polystyrene  containers,  there  was  some 
evidence  of  sorption  of  chlorocresol  from 
a  0-1  per  cent  solution  kept  at  50°C  for 
7  days;  in  iwo  different  containers,  the  loss 
was  over  50  per  cent.  Other  experiments 
have  shown  that  the  preservative  was 
sorbed  by  the  vinyl-faced  cardboard  liner 
rather  than  by  the  polystyrene.  Such  losses 
by  sorption  could  lead  to  growth  of 
micro-organisms  in  creams  in  which  the 
initial  concentrations  of  the  preservative 
was  adequate. 

No  'shelf-life' 

The  direction  in  the  BPC  that  a  mixture 
or  other  medicine  be  "freshly  prepared" 
indicates  that  the  medicine  must  be  made 
not  more  than  twenty-four  hours  before  it 
is  issued  for  use.  However,  no  limit  is 
placed  upon  the  shelf-life  of  the  medicine 
after  issue  to  the  patient  and  the  absence 
of  such  a  limit  has  been  criticised.  More 
specific  directions  are  given  for  those 
medicines  which  are  required  to  be  diluted 
to  a  dose  volume  of  5ml  or  10ml.  A  dilu- 
ted medicine  may  be  less  stable  chemically, 
physically  and  microbiologically  than  the 
undiluted  medicine.  Unless  otherwise  in- 
dicated, such  medicines  must  be  freshly 
diluted  and  not  more  than  two  weeks' 
supply  should  be  issued  at  a  time;  direc- 
tions are  required  to  be  given  on  the  label 
that  the  contents  be  discarded  if  not  taken 
two  weeks  after  the  date  of  issue. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  general 
requirement  for  diluted  medicines  to  be 
discarded  two  weeks  after  issue  be  ex- 
tended to  all  medicines  that  are  required 
to  be  "freshly  prepared". 

The  direction  in  the  BPC  that  a  medicine 
be  "recently  prepared"  indicates  that 
deterioration  is  likely  if  the  preparation 
is  stored  for  longer  than  a  few  weeks 
under  temperate  room  conditions.  The 
experience  of  some  manufacturers  suggests 
that  most  mixtures  required  to  be  "recently 
prepared"  show  little  sign  of  deterioration 
after  three  months'  storage,  provided  that 
they  are  kept  in  full,  closed  containers. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  medicines 
that  are  required  to  be  "recently  prepared" 
to  be  permitted  to  be  kept  in  closed  con- 
tainers for  three  months  before  issue  and 
that  the  contents  be  discarded  by  the 
patient  two  weeks  after  issue.  Until  more 
evidence  is  available  on  the  stability  of 
such  medicines,  however,  the  imposition 
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Three  new  profitable  developi 


1.  New  Agfachrdme  Super  8  Cine  Him. 
It  gives  your  movies  sharper,  even 
stronger  colours. 


Pin-sharp 
clarity. 


^  Greater  colour 
intensity 
-  stronger  reds, 
lusher  greens, 
deeper  blues. 


Better  gradation 
and  natural 
skin  tones. 


Completely  new 
emulsion  for 
bright,  colourful 
results. 


Plus  unique  memory  tag  for  quick 
'what,  where  and  when'  reference. 
Suggested  retail  price  £1 .904. 


AGFA  GEVAERT 


Agfa-Gevaert  Ltd.,  27  Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9AX.  Tel :  01  -560  21  31 
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OTiAgfa-Gevaert 


2.  The  New  Agfamatic  Pocket  Camera. 
The  only  Pocket  Camera  with  Sensor  ^ 
Release  and  Repitomatic  action. 


3 Both  of  these  products  will  be 
•  supported  by  one  of  our  most  ambitious 
advertising  campaigns  ever. 

We'll  be  appearing  in  colour  pagesinthe 
Daily  Express  and  Daily  Mail.  Together  with 
black  &  white  pages  in  the  Daily  Express, 


Daily  Telegraph,  Daily  Mirror  and  The  Sun. 

There's  also  ample  supporting  material 
Ask  your  Agfa  representative  when  he  next 
calls. 

These  are  three  developments  you 
can't  afford  to  ignore. 


618   Ohemist  &  Druggist 

Stability  of  medicines 

Continued  from  p  615 
of  precise  time  limits  of  storage  is  diffi- 
cult to  defend.  The  need  for  mixtures  to 
be  bought  ready-made  requires  recon- 
sideration; if  the  stability  is  in  doubt  it 
might  be  wiser  to  prepare  such  medicmes 
"freshly",  that  is  within  a  day  of  issue. 
The  use  of  powders  for  the  extemporaneous 
preparation  of  certain  mixtures  is  extensive 
and  recojTiition  of  this  approach  might 
solve  Sonne  of  the  stability  problems  m- 
volved  and  save  time  for  the  busy 
pharmacist. 

Injections  are  required  by  the  BP  and 
BPC  to  be  labelled  with  an  expiry  date 
and  in  the  future  it  is  likely  that  other 
products  will  be  required  to  be  so  labelled, 
but  such  labelling  has  limited  value  unless 
the  products  are  stored  in  acordance  with 
the  instructions  given.  The  provision  of 
several  types  of  precise  storage  conditions 
would  involve  the  pharmacist  in  general 
practice  in  additional  costs  which  he  would 
rightly  expect  to  be  recognised  in  his 
terms  of  service  in  the  supply  of  medicines 
to  the  community 

The  pharmacist  can  play  a  useful  role 
with  his  knowledge  of  the  stability  of 
medicines.  He  can  provide  useful  informa- 
tion to  manufacturers  and  to  BP  and 
BPC  committees  by  observing  changes 
which  occur  during  medicines  storage.  He 
can  advise  doctors,  nurses  and  patients  on 
such  problems  as  addition  of  drugs  to 
intravenous  infusions  and  storage  of  eye- 
drops. He  can  also  investigate  problems 
arising  in  practice  such  as  effects  of  un- 
usual temperatures  and  other  environ- 
mental conditions  on  BPC  preparations, 
or  the  effects  of  storage  conditions  on  bio- 
availability. 


Polymers  and  their 
use  in  pharmacy 

Dr  A.  T.  Florence,  senior  lecturer. 
Department  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry, 
University  of  Strathclyde,  Glasgow,  de- 
scribed pharmaceutical  uses  of  polymers. 

Water-soluble  polymers  are  able  to  in- 
crease the  viscosity  of  solvents  at  low 
concentrations,  to  swell  or  change  shape 
in  solution,  and  to  absorb  at  surfaces.  In- 
soluble polymers  or  polymers  with  a  low 
rate  of  solution  are  used  more  to  form 
thin  films  as  film-coating  materials,  mem- 
branes for  dialysis  or  filtration,  surgical 
dressings  or  to  form  matrices  for  en- 
veloping drugs  to  control  their  release 
properties,  or  simply  as  packaging 
materials.  One  application  of  both  types  is 
in  the  preparation  of  slow  release  tablets. 

Expanding  implants  have  been  made  of 
cross-linked  hydrophilic  polymers  which 
imbibe  body  fluids  and  swell  to  a  predeter- 
mined volume.  The  material  eg  poly- 
glycerylmethacrylate  (PGMA)  is  insoluble 
and  chemically  stable  because  of  its  three- 
dimensional  structure.  Implanted  in  the 
dehydrated  state,  PGMA  swells  to  fill  a 
cavity  or  to  give  form  to  surrounding 
tissues.  The  gels  may  be  used  as  vehicles 
for  antibiotics  permitting  protracted  re- 
lease of  drug  in  the  immediate  environ- 
ment of  the  implant.  Antibiotic-loaded  gels 
like  this  have  been  used  in  infections  of 


the  middle  ear  and  other  sites  not  readily 
reached  by  other  methods  of  administra- 
tion. Surgical  suture  materials  coated  with 
antibiotic-containing  hydrophilic  gels 
acquire  a  chemotherapeutic  role  as  they 
prevent  the  development  of  spread  of  in- 
fection along  the  suture  fibre. 

Hydrophilic   contact   lenses   are  made 
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from  PGMA  and  have  also  been  utilised^ 
as  drug  carriers.  Conventional  eye  medi- 
cation has  been  modified  through  the 
addition  to  formulations  of  viscosity 
enhancing  agents,  polymers  such  as 
hydroxypropyl  methyl  cellulose  and  sili- 
cones which  prolong  contact  of  drug  with 
the  cornea. 


Country  Counter  by  a  mral  area  pharmacist 

Support  for  action  on 
drug  testing  scheme 


I  gather  from  the  Pharmaceutical  press 
that   several   Area   Chemist  Contractors 
Committees  have  turned  down  the  Drug 
Testing  Scheme  unless  it  applies  to  all 
dispensing.  All  credit  and  congratulations 
to  those  Committees.  I  only  hope  they 
manage  to  carry  their  Family  Practitioner 
Committees  with  them.  Although  they  may 
not  get  what  they  want  the  fact  that  they 
have  drawn  attention  to  the  system  in 
which   pharmacists'   dispensing  is  tested 
and  doctors'  is  not  is  in  itself  a  useful 
exercise.  Any  argument  that  we  need  test- 
ing in  the  interests  of  the  public  whose 
money  is  paid  to  us  must  surely  equally 
apply  to  the  doctors'  dispensing  and  on 
the  grounds  of  safeguarding  against  poor 
dispensing — one  would  have  thought  that 
pharmacists  who  are  required  to  personally 
supervise  all  dispensing  would  have  needed 
less  testing  than  doctors  who  do  not  sup- 
ervise. It  was  interesting  to  see  at  the 
London    Conference    of  Pharmaceutical 
representatives  how  many  committees  had 
already  taken  this  action  without  any  ap- 
parent guidance  from  the  Central  Com- 
mittee. 

I  read  that  Mrs  Shirley  Williams  has 
stated  that  she  could  see  the  benefit  of 
testing  doctors  dispensing — I  only  fear 
that  this  may  be  the  "kiss  of  death".  I 
would  think  that  many  delegates  to  the 
conference  went  home  somewhat  dis- 
appointed with  it — sterile  arguments  on 
methods  of  election,  and  a  poor  discus- 
sion on  the  scheme  for  improved  remun- 
eration for  small  pharmacies  formed  an 
uninspiring  ending  to  the  day. 

Annoying 

Arising  presumably  from  that  confer- 
ence my  local  GP  came  into  the  dispen- 
sary the  other  day  waving  a  newspaper 
with  an  article  under  the  heading  "small 
pharmacies  get  £1  million"— I  think  he  was 
looking  for  a  drink.  I  know  the  scheme  is 
being  discussed  but  I  find  it  a  trifle  annoy- 
ing to  see  the  details  (most  of  which  I 
suspect  are  wrong  anyhow)  in  the  Press 
before  we  have  even  decided  on  them  our- 
selves. The  doctor  also  brought  in  a  circu- 
lar concerning  his  remuneration  for  dis- 
pensing—it looked  long  and  complicated 
but  apparently  doctors  are  now  to  be  re- 
imbursed for  their  drugs  at  the  same 
prices  as  chemists  are  (a  long  overdue 
ruling  since  they  have  been  paying  at  that 
rate  for  a  year  in  my  area  and  for  longer 
elsewhere  thus  making  a  handsome  extra 


13  per  cent  oncost).  I  was,  however,  most  i 
interested  to  see  that  their  oncost  would  be 
calculated  as  if  they  were  buying  the 
drugs  at  retail  less  20  per  cent.  I  wish  I 
knew  their  negotiaters — they  certainly  earn 
their  money. 

Rates 

We  have  just  received  out  rates  bill  — 
surely  the  time  has  come  to  find  a  better 
system  than  the  present  one  for  levying 
rates.  In  my  case  in  1972  the  rates  were 
£182;  last  year  they  were  £357  and  this 
year  they  are  asking  £559— a  three-fold 
increase  in  three  years.  I  lodged  an  appeal 
last  year  against  my  rating  valuation,  but 
I  gather  that  the  authorities  are  so  over- 
whelmed with  such  appeals  that  they  are 
unable  to  even  suggest  a  date  for  appeals 
to  be  heard.  I  asked  the  Central  NHS 
Committee  about  by  rates  and  was  told 
that  the  increase  would  be  reflected  in  our 
remuneration  after  the  next  costs  inquiry 
— I  wish  I  could  be  convinced  that  I  shall 
be  repayed  an  extra  £222  this  year  for 
rates  I  am  sure  I  will  not  and  it  will  all 
get  lost  in  "averaging".  City  colleagues 
may  say  that  they  have  had  to  face  these 
sort  of  rates  for  many  years — but  such 
increases  coming  at  a  time  of  price  con- 
trols will  be  one  more  factor  in  under- 
mining the  viability  of  rural  pharmacies 
and  will  further  reduce  the  numbers  of 
them  left. 

What  annoys  me  so  much  about  rates 
is  that  one  seems  powerless  to  do  any- 
thing about  them— and  how  little  syiH' 
pathy  one  gets.  If  it  is  right  for  govern' 
ment  to  put  in  subsidies  when  the  house- 
wives bread  bill  threatens  to  go  up  lOp  a 
week  surely  it  cannot  be  right  for  govern- 
ment to  put  up  a  shop's  rates  by  £4  a 
week.  Ministers  can  stand  up  in  Parliament 
attacking  retailers'  "excess  profits"  and 
make  all  sorts  of  orders  controlling  every- 
thing under  the  sun  (or  at  least  trying  to' 
thus  creating  hard  work  and  ill  feeling  for 
the  retailer  and  at  the  same  time  impose 
staggering    increases    in    retailers'  costs. 
Rates  are,  of  course,  a  tremendous  burden 
to  all  businesses — but  pharmacy  has  added 
problems  because  high  rates  (and  high 
rents)  could  be  driving  pharmacies  away 
from  the  areas  where  they  are  most  needed 
seriously  harming  the  service  that  can  be 
given  to  the  public.  The  doctors,  of  course, 
get  round  the  problems  much  better  be- 
cause they  have  their  rates  (and  rents)  re- 
imbursed. Could  we  learn  from  them? 
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Freshen  up  your  sales 
with  the  brand  leader 


Femfresh  is  the  brand  leader. 
Fpm  frf^sh      ^  "^^"^  ^^^^^ 

market. 

Femfresh  gives  the  fastest 

turnover  and  big  profit  margins  for 
minimum  shelf  space. 


Femfresh  is  backed  by  a  ;f 100,000 

advertising  campaign. 
Femfresh  stocks  are  freely  available. 

There's  an  upward  trend  in  the 
intimate  deodorant  market,  so,  if  you  want 
the  biggest  profits,  stock  the  biggest  seller. 


Femfresh 

The  brand  leader. 
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PUT  ON  A  HAPPY  FACE  THIS  MONTH. 
IT  COULD  WIN  YOU  £250! 


Here's  a  little  help  to  keep  you  smiling 
at  your  customers.  No  matter  how  you  feel. 

Because  any  one  of  them  could  win  you 
up  to  £250  in  Efferdent's  grand  £4,000 
'Spot  the  Tennis  Ball  Competition! 

There  will  be  prizes  of  £2,500,£1,000 
and  £500  for  your  customers.  With  a  bonus 
of  £250, £100  or  £50  for  you  if  they  win. 

There  will  be  competition  ads  in  the 
Sun,  Reveille  and  the  News  of  the  World, 
during  Wimbledon  week.  And  our  reps  will 
be  round  with  attractive  trade  discounts 
and  plenty  of  extra  entry  forms  for  you 
to  dish  out  to  your  customers. 

They  have  to  buy  an  extra 
pack  of  Efferdent  for  every 
three  attempts.  And  with  more 
than  15  million  people  reading 
our  ads  that  could  mean  an 
awful  lot  of  Efferdent. 

So  apart  from  making  sure 
you're  well  stocked.  Keep  on 
smiling, that's  all  you  have  to  do 


REMOVESSTAINS 


Everyone's  a  winner  with  Efferdent! 
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Pharmaceutical  predecessors 
in  Colchester 


by  W.  H.  A.  C.  Whyte,  MPS 

In  July  1841,  three  months  after  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  found- 
ed, Colchester  chemists  founded  their  own 
Association  with  a  meeting  at  the  Three 
Cups  Hotel,  High  Street.  One  object  was 
to  keep  a  wary  eye  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  London  Society, 

Quarterly  meetings  were  agreed  on  and 
a  lending  library  of  scientific  books  star- 
ted. With  sturdy  independence  the  Col- 
chester Association  expressed  doubts  about 
the  competence  of  the  London,  or  British, 
society  and  turned  down  a  request  from 
Jacob  Bell  for  their  members  to  join  on 
the  grounds  that  "it  was  not  permanently 
organised  as  it  had  not  obtained  a 
charter."  This  did  not  deter  them  from 
accepting  a  gift  of  regular  copies  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Journal  from  Mr  Bell  who 
continued  to  woo  them.  When  the  charter 
was  granted  and  a  further  gift  of  £5  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Society,  they 
relented  and  joined. 

In  time  the  number  of  books  in  their 
circulating  library  rose  to  over  260.  In 
addition  to  standard  manuals  of  chemistry 
(Brand),  chemical  analysis  (Parnell),  materia 
medica  (Pariera)  and  botany  (Wilson), 
other  titles  included  Braithwaite's  "Retro- 
spect of  Practical  Medicine  &  Surgery", 
"Physical  Phenomena  of  Living  Beings" 
by  Carlo  Malucci,  Bell's  "Reptiles  and 
Crustacea",  Yarrell's  "British  Fishes", 
"Sanative  Influence  of  Climate"  by  Sir 
James  Clark,  and  "The  Intellectual  Obser- 
ver". After  going  the  monthly  rounds, 
copies  of  The  Athenaeum  and  the  Art 
Journal  were  readily  snapped  up  by  the 
members  for  a  fee. 

American  colleagues 

In  1871,  when  Mrs  O'Leary,  an  Irish  im- 
migrant, tipped  over  her  lamp  one  night 
on  a  visit  to  the  cowshed  to  see  how  the 
calving  was  progressing,  and  set  off  the 
huge  fire  that  gutted  half  the  city  of 
Chicago,  Colchester  chemists  rallied  to  the 
aid  of  their  American  colleagues.  To  the 
library  fund  of  the  stricken  university  they 
forwarded  £2  2s  —  equivalent  to  many 
pounds  today  —  and  copies  of  Muspratt's 
"Chemistry",  Orr's  "Circle  of  Sciences"  and 
Lardener's  "Museum  of  Science  &  Art" 
from  their  own  library. 

The  first  entry  in  the  Association's  cash 
ledger  on  July  2  1841  records  receipt  of 
the  then  substantial  sum  of  10s  from  each 
of  the  nine  founder  members,  plus  3s 
balance  of  the  Cups  account.  (It  seems 
this  figure  remained  after  a  "whip  round" 
for  refreshments.) 

The  early  entries  dealt  mainly  with  sub- 
scriptions and  fines  levied  for  absence 
from  meetings  —  a  neat  touch  that  would 
net  a  substantial  sum  today  —  and  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  the  book- 
seller. In  October  1867  a  further  record 
of  conviviality  emerges  in  the  form  of 


supper  expenses  and,  later,  "Supper  &  W". 
Dare  we  expand  the  W  to  wine?  This 
festivity  seems  to  have  been  appreciated 
so  much  that  u  reappears  the  following 
year  to  the  tune  of  £2  5s  9d — high  finance 
indeed. 

Long  before  this,  Colchester  was  served 
by  the  early  apothecaries.  One  of  the  first 
of  note  was  Robert  Buxton  of  the  Twisted 
Posts,  High  Street,  whose  sign  resembled 
his  proprietary  eringo  candy.  He  was 
Mayor  in  1626  and  again  in  1645. 

In  the  17th  century,  when  mainly  high- 
value  gold  and  silver  coins  were  in  cir- 
culation throughout  the  country,  the 
shortage  of  copper  currency  caused  great 
difficulty  in  trading.  Traders  produced 
tokens  with  their  own  design  or  trade 
mark  stamped  on  the  face.  In  Colchester, 
I  could  trace  only  one  apothecary,  Henry 
Lamb  of  St  Runwald's  parish,  who  issued 
his  own  tokens  which  had  a  bird  with 
wings  expanded  on  the  one  side  and  his 
initials  on  the  other.  Lamb  was  Mayor 
in  1662,  1669  and  1674,  about  the  time  of 
the  dreadful  plague  in  Colchester  when  the 
apothecaries,  as  in  London,  gained  much 
prestige  by  supplying  the  sick. 

Unusual  names 

When  the  Colchester  Association  was 
started,  early  local  directories  listed  names 
under  "Chymists  &  Druggists"  that  do  not 
appear  in  the  minute  book.  Among  the 
non-members  I  would  have  placed  Naph- 
tali  Goose  as  an  Indian  had  I  not  obser- 
ved many  other  unusual  —  to  us  — 
Christian  names  of  the  period:  Abithai, 
Ananias,  Ichabod,  Mordecai,  and  Vicessi- 
mus.  The  name  of  one  lady,  Charlotte 
Dickenson  of  St  Botolph's  Street,  appears 
in  the  directories  as  a  chemist  and  druggist, 
but  she  also  was  not  a  member.  Did  the 
male  chemists  feel  that  a  woman  was  not 
capable  of  partaking  in  their  weighty  dis- 
cussions or  would  she  have  none  of  them? 

The  25th  anniversary  of  the  Associa- 
tion was  celebrated  at  a  dinner  at  the  Cups 
in  1866,  but  because  the  centenary  fell  in 
the  middle  of  the  second  World  War  in 
1941,  we  had  no  time  or  food  for  cele- 
brating. 

Items  of  interest  occur  regularly  in  the 
old  minute  books.  A  Bill  before  Parlia- 
ment to  introduce  decimalisation  of 
weights  and  measures  was  given  searching 
sfudy  in  1863,  the  members  finally  con- 
cluding that  "though  they  had  no  objec- 
tion io  decimalisation  in  principle,  they 
would  prefer  no  alteration  to  the  present 
system  until  the  substitute  was  sufficiently 
perfect  in  its  details." 

In  1894,  the  report  that  a  branch  of  a 
"drug  company"  had  been  established  in 
the  town  caused  flutters  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical dovecotes  and  the  president  and 
secretary  were  requested  to  watch  pro- 
ceedings and  report  any  interesting  moves. 
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I  do  not  think  Messrs  Boots  were  to 
blame,  but  a  break  in  meetings  then  occur- 
red until  the  Association  was  re-establish- 
ed in  1909.  By  1912,  relations  had 
improved  sufficiently  for  Boots  managers 
to  be  invited  to  membership. 

One  reason  for  adding  Boots'  weight  to 
their  discussions  may  have  been  fear  of 
the  effects  of  Lloyd  George's  National 
Insurance  Bill.  Lively  meetings  were  held, 
MP's  interviewed,  letters  exchanged  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  Essex 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  a  sub- 
committee met  with  a  similar  one  from 
local  doctors  for  mutual  support. 

In  later  years,  through  the  pressure 
generated  by  the  rapidly  changing  face  of 
retail  business,  it  became  doubtful  whether 
small  pharmacies  could  survive  in  main 
shopping  streets.  In  October  1953,  I  made 
the  last  entry  in  the  minute  book.  The 
Association  was  not  wound  up,  but  its 
business  was  first  transacted  at  meetings 
of  the  NPU  branch  and  finally  merged 
into  the  affairs  of  the  branch  of  the 
Society. 

I  hope  I  have  given  the  impression  that 
our  forefathers  were  a  credit  to  the  pro- 
fession. With  the  slaughter  of  the  private 
chemist  complete  in  the  centre  of  our 
town,  one  may  even  speculate  on  "were 
those  the  days?" 


Books 


Wonderful  Herbal  Remedies 

W.  D.  Walters,  MPS.  Celtic  Educational 
Services  Ltd,  Swansea.  8^  x  Sin.  pp  202. 
£1-50  (£1-65  by  post). 
The  author  qualified  as  a  pharmacist  in 
1927  but  it  was  not,  he  admits  until  he 
"reached  middle  age"  that  he  became  in- 
terested in  herbalism. 

The  remedies  included  under  each 
monograph  first  appeared  as  a  series  of 
articles  written  by  this  author.  But  phar- 
macists while  finding  these  useful  for  in- 
quiring customers,  arc  more  hkely  to  bene- 
fit most  from  the  botanical  information 
given  for  each  plant.  There  are  few  up-to- 
date  books  on  the  subject  available  and 
to  find  one  written  and  compiled  by  some- 
one with  a  pharmacist's  training  and  back- 
ground makes  it  the  more  interesting. 

Drug  Treatment  in  Intestinal  Helmin- 
thiases 

A.  Davis  World  Health  Organisation  (UK 
agents  HM  Stationery  Office).  Pp128.  6J 
X  9iin.  £2-40. 

The  book  contains  a  summary  and  analy- 
sis of  the  information  available  in  the 
recent  literature  on  anthelminthic  drugs. 
Information  given  includes  chemical  char- 
acteristics, range  of  activity,  pharmacology, 
mode  of  action,  dosage,  adverse  reactions 
and  contraindications  of  the  drugs  now  be- 
ing used  or  being  tested  for  the  treatment 
of  intestinal  helminthic  infections.  Factors 
that  affect  the  evaluation  of  drug  efficacy, 
the  place  of  chemotherapy  in  the  control 
of  intestinal  helminthic  disease,  treatment 
of  multiple  infections  and  drug  combina- 
tions are  also  discussed. 
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The  written  word 


by  Ian  Ballestar* 

It  was  not  at  first  my  intention  to  devote 
this  article  to  the  subject  of  lettering,  but 
on  observing  a  number  of  pharmacies  I 
realised  with  concern  that  this  was  a  mat- 
ter which  should  be  given  some  priority. 
The  truth  is  that  not  nearly  enough  care 
is  taken  about  the  source  and  types  of 
lettering  we  use  in  our  windows  and  as, 
when  all  is  said  and  done,  our  tickets  and 
showcards  are  our  visiting  cards  to  our 
public,  we  cannot  afford  to  treat  them  in 
a  cavalier  manner. 

We  are,  of  course,  flooded  with  printed 
material  by  manufacturers.  Some  is  good, 
some  appalling.  A  great  deal  of  money  is 
spent  on  it  by  national  advertisers  but 
little  sees  the  light  of  the  shop  window. 

First  we  should  study  the  kind  of  trade 
we  are  trying  to  attract,  then  carefully 
select  the  kind  of  publicity  material  suit- 
able for  that  trade.  We  should,  I  think, 
always  have  our  own  personal  showcard 
in  a  display  —  something  which  addresses 
the  public  on  behalf  of  the  shop  itself 
rather  than  on  behalf  of  any  supplier.  The 
reason  is  that  the  general  showcard  dis- 
tributed and  broadcast  among  chemists  is 
a  national  appeal  by  a  manufacturer: 
interesting  perhaps  in  a  broad  way,  but 
lacking  the  personality  of  a  direct  appeal 
from  the  shop  owner  to  the  public  of  his 
locality. 

Care,  not  skill 

To  make  such  a  showcard  is  not  at  all 
difficult.  Obviously  one  must  have  the 
right  materials  to  work  with,  but  these 
days  lettering  depends  not  so  much  uppn 
skill  as  upon  care  and  accuracy.  With 
the  facilities  offered  by  some  of  the  dis- 
play lettering  firms  we  can  produce  pro- 
fessional-looking cards  (and  price  tickets) 
with  some  lettering  in  relief,  and  other 
lettering  in  a  variety  of  wonderfully  clear 
transfer  characters. 

Figure  1  shows  a  layout  for  a  simple 
spring  showcard.  The  title  heading  in  bold 
letters  can  be  composed  using  either  cork 
relief  (Graforel)  or  transfer  letters  like 
Letraset.  Secondly  we  need  a  block  of 
descriptive  matter,  prepared  with  transfer 
lettering  of  a  smaller  size.  This  is  the 
actual  message  to  the  public.  At  the  bot- 
tom are  two  lines  for  the  name  of  the 
firm.  (This  is  very  important  ~  it  is 
amazing  how  many  people  look  into  win- 
dows and  never  realise  whose  windows 
they  are!)  Finally,  a  small  group  of  cutout 
paper  tlowers  stuck  haphazardly  in  the 
corner  give  the  card  a  certain  atmosphere. 

The  idea  is  simple,  it  costs  next  to  noth- 
ing, but  it  is  your  personal  address  to  your 
public. 

Figure  2  shows  examples  of  modem 


lettering,  again  of  the  transfer  type.  These 
are  in  Letter-Press.  Both  Letraset  and 
Letter-Press  have  excellent  ranges  of  dry 
transfer  alphabets  as  well  as  sheets  of  all 
manner  of  symbols,  figures  etc  with  which 
to  make  signs  and  cards  with  a  really  pro- 
fessional appearance. 

I  deplore  the  habit  of  sticking  posters 
and  streamers  all  over  the  window  glass. 
This  seems  quite  ridiculous  when  one  con- 
siders how  much  is  paid  in  rates  for  the 
privilege  of  having  a  transparent  sheet  of 
glass  on  the  high  street!  Yet  how  many 
owners  obscure  the  view  into  the  shop  with 
these  stickers! 

If  you  must  stick  letters  on  the  window, 
do  it  in  a  way  which  will  not  totally  cut 
out  the  view. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  we  can 
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ensure  that  the  written  word  creates  an 
atmosphere  of  dignity  and  legibility.  Both 
these  characteristics  are  essential  and  the 
worst  thing  that  can  happen  in  a  display 
is  for  an  amateur  to  attempt  to  make  hand 
drawn  tickets  and  cards.  At  once  the  pro- 
fessional touch  is  gone,  and  the  amateur 
stands  out  a  mile.  Today  there  is  no  need 
for  such  messy  methods. 

Every  price  card  should  be  the  same  in 
design  and,  so  far  as  possible,  in  size  also. 
This  uniformity  draws  the  display  together. 

Another  form  of  lettering  much  in 
fashion  is  made  from  cutout  polystyrene. 
This  can  be  used  either  for  sticking  into 
cards  or  the  thicker  types  can  be  stood  on 
the  window  floor  or  on  shelves  to  look 
very  attractive. 

Some  care  about  the  written  word  will 
be  amply  repaid  by  the  fresh  appearance 
of  your  displays. 

□  Suppliers  of  the  materials  mentioned  by 
Mr  Ballestar  are: —  London  Industrial 
Arts  Ltd,  51  Lisson  Grove,  London  NWl 
(Graforel  cork  letters,  cutout  polystyrene 
letters,  cutout  plastic  letters,  reverse 
letters).  Letraset  Ltd,  St  George's  House, 
195  Waterloo  Road,  London  SEl  (Letraset 
instant  lettering).  Rexel  Ltd,  Aylesbury, 
Bucks  (Letter-Press  transfer  lettering). 

Figure  1.  (left):  A  simple  showcard 
which  is  easily  made.  Figure  2.  (below): 
Examples  of  transfer  lettering 


> 


^BCD 


flBCDE 


Buying  and  selling  habits  in  South  Africa 


*  Pen-name  of  a  well-known  designer, 
lecturer  and  writer.  This  is  the  third  in  his 
series  on  display  techniques  for  the  phar- 
macist. 


A  "revolution"  is  reported  to  be  taking 
place  in  South  African  retail  shops  as 
methods  of  both  manufacturers  and  con- 
sumers adjust  themselves  to  changes  in 
currencies  and  materials.  Until  recently 
the  buyers  for  retail  groups,  like  Plus 
Chemists,  could  use  the  bait  of  large 
orders  to  force  down  the  prices  charged 
by  manufacturers.  With  today's  growing 
scarcity  of  raw  materials,  the  size  of  an 
order  no  longer  influences  manufacturers 
as  much  as  it  did.  They  now  have  to  pro- 
ject their  purchasing  programmes  far  into 
the  future,  with  the  result  that  they  give 
preference  to  retailers  whose  buyers  are 
prepared  to  commit  themselves  to  orders 
for  a  long  time  ahead. 

"The   days   when   anything   could  be 


sold  in  a  shop  so  long  as  the  price  was 
low  enough  are  over.  Cheap  prices  are  now, 
considered  to  give  only  short  term  satis-1 
faction.  'Value  satisfaction'  on  the  other 
hand,  is  defined  as  the  long  term  feeling 
that  customers  get  when  a  retailer  has 
helped  them  to  buy  correctly,  and  it  isi 
on  this  that  it  builds  its  repeat  business". 
Self-interest  now  prompts  retailers  to  con- 
cern themselves  with  what  is  good  for 
their  customers  rather  than  with  the  vol- 
ume of  sales  they  can  achieve  with  low- 
quality  and  low-price  merchandise.  One 
effect  of  this  changed  approach  is  that  bi^ 
retail  chains  are  giving  up  the  practice  of 
marketing  goods  under  their  own  house 
names  and  concentrating  on  brand  names 
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Mouth  Ulcers 
Denture  Irritation 
Teething 


bonjela 

^  Trade  Mark 

The  three  minute  remedy- 
that  lasts  for  hours 

Bonjela  ensures  rapid  and  effective  relief 
of  mouth  pain  as  most  doctors,  dentists 
and  their  patients  know.  More  and  more 
people  are  telling  their  friends  about  Bonjela. 
More  and  more  people  are  asking  for 
Bonjela  by  name.  You  can  benefit  from  Bonjela's 
rapidly  growing  acceptance,  by  displaying 
it  on  your  counter.        customer  will 
thank  you  for  supplying  an 
effective  treatment.  Both 
you  and  your  customers 
will  profit  from  Bonjela. 


Further  information  is  availablefrom: 
■•f."\  Lloyds'Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 
A  member  of 

Reckitt  &•  Colman  Pharmaceutical  Division,  Hu|i 


CD 
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specify 


'Nystatin- 


cream  &  ointment 


I 


for  nystatin  at  economic  prices 


Full  information  and  special  hospital  terms  on  request. 

DOME  LABORATORIES,  DIVISION  OF  MILES  LABORATORIES  LTD.,  .^j^^ 
STOKE  COURT.  STOKE  POGES,  SLOUGH,  BUCKS.  TEL:  FARNHAM  COMMON  2151  UVJVl 


Dome  is  a  trade  marl( 


DM  503 


THE  HOT  WEATHERS  GOING  TO 
LEAVE  A  LOT  OF  FUES  STONE  COLD. 


For  further  information  contact  your  Smitii  and  Nephew  rep,  or  phone  Smith  and  Nephew  at  96-25 151. 


X^pona. 
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ill  for  better  tracing  system 
r  faulty  medicines 


ter  system  than  exists  at  present  for 
g  faulty  medicines  that  reach  the 
;  will  be  needed  in  the  future,  Mr 
Fishburn,  chief  inspector,  Medicines 
on.  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
ity,  told  a  meeting  of  the  Royal 
y  of  Health  Pharmaceutical  Group 
ndon  last  week. 

le  quite  serious  defects  in  medicines 
Deen  reported  by  members  of  the 
;,  he  said.  In  one  case  a  patient  had 
d  that  he  was  about  to  be  given  an 
on  having  the  opposite  effect  to  that 
ed.  However  that  sort  of  situation 
ifficult  to  track  down. 
"Fisiiburn  was  replying  to  Mr  C.  V. 
lond,  Bishop's  Stortford,  who  had 
whether  he  would  favour  registra- 
f  patients  with  a  particular  pharmacy 
to  facilitate  the  identification,  if 
1,  of  the  source  of  supply  of  a 
ine.  One  way  in  which  that  could  be 
would  be  for  the  pharmacist  to  re- 
the  batch  number  on  the  label  of 
ised  medicines.  The  medicine  could 
be  traced  back  from  the  patient  to 
larmacy  at  which  he  was  registered 
lence  to  the  manufacturer.  Pharma- 
/ould  of  course  require  adequate  pay- 
for  providing  those  facilities, 
cribing  licensing  under  the  Medicines 
Vir  Fishburn  had  earlier  mentioned 
in  general,  reporting  of  defects  in 
ines  by  the  public  was  poor.  Despite 
ict  that  many  patients  must  have 
d  quite  startling  differences  in  medi- 
they  took  regularly  only  a  very  few 
ces  had  been  reported  to  the  authori- 
lost  of  the  reports  of  faults  that  had 
received  had  come  from  hospitals. 

r's  dispensing 

ishburn  agreed  with  Mr  J.  Wright, 
iry  to  the  Chemist  Contractors' 
litte;,  who  raised  the  question  of 
:  medicines  dispensed  by  doctors, 
sampling  should  be  "across  the 
'.  However  there  were  complicated 
)roblems  that  would  have  to  be  over- 
before  that  could  be  brought  about, 
nstance  it  would  be  necessary  to 

that  the  medicine  supplied  was  not 
had  been  intended, 
lis  address,  Mr  Fishburn  said  that 
ing  the  introduction  of  product 
ng  under  the  Medicines  Act,  appli- 
had  been  required  to  submit  sup- 
^  data  on  their  products  for  inde- 
nt assessment  by  the  Committee  on 
I  of  Medicines.  The  non-medical  sec- 
If  the  data,  dealing  with  chemistry 
harmacy  was  examined  by  the  sub- 

ttee  on  chemistry,  pharmacy  and 
rds.  It  was  unusual  for  a  product  to 
lected  outright  except  on  medical 
Is  but  many  applications  had  been 
pd  with  requests  for  more  informa- 
pn  chemistry  and  pharmacy.  Not 


uncommonly,  although  manufacturers  rec- 
ognised the  need  for  planned  development 
they  still  did  not  fully  appreciate  the  im- 
portance of  proper  integration  of  chemis- 
try and  pharmacy.  Thus,  dosage  form 
development  was  often  incomplete  owing 
to  a  failure  to  establish  the  relevant  chemi- 
cal and  physical  characteristics  of  the  drug. 

Licences  to  manufacture  under  the 
Medicines  Act  restricted  the  products  that 
could  be  made  according  to  broad  cate- 
gories of  dosage  form,  each  normally  re- 
quiring its  own  special  facilities.  The 
original  TSA-controlled  products  thus 
formed  the  first  category.  An  application 
for  a  manufacturer's  licence  began  with  a 
submission  in  which  the  manufacturer 
stated  the  essential  nature  of  his  activities. 
This  was  examined  by  the  medicines  in- 
spectorate who  also  visited  the  premises 
and  advised  the  licensing  authority  whether 
a  licence  should  be  issued  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  special  conditions  should  be 
imposed.  Unlike  the  procedure  for  pro- 
duct licences  there  was  no  external  advis- 
ary  body  (other  than  the  Medicines  Com- 
mission itself)  hul  an  applicant  again  had 
the  right  to  make  representations  to  a 
person  appointed  by  the  licensing  authority 
if  he  thought  he  was  unfairly  assessed. 

Few  refused 

No  strict  definition  of  an  acceptable  fac- 
tory had  been  made  but  notes  for  guidance 
were  issued  in  the  form  of  the  "orange 
guide"  to  good  manufacturing  practice.  In 
practice,  few  applications  had  been  re- 
fused, but  several  had  been  issued  either 
with  some  limitation  on  the  products  that 
could  be  made  or  with  a  requirement  that 
improvements  be  made  in  a  stated  time. 

Failure  to  install  a  quality  assurance 
system  was  probably  the  greatest  single 
weakness  in  current  manufacturing  prac- 
tice. Thus  many  small  or  medium  sized 
firms  either  lacked  certain  components  of 
the  system  (laboratory,  staff,  specifications, 
etc)  or,  if  they  had  them,  had  failed  to 
combine  them  into  a  comprehensive  sys- 
tem extending  from  the  receipt  of  the 
starting  materials  to  the  release  of  the 
finished  products. 

Althougn  NHS  hospitals  were  in  a  privi- 
ledged  position  under  the  Crown  it  had 
nevertheless  been  decided  that  some  form 
of  registration  and  surveillance  of  their 
manufacturing  activities  was  desirable  to 
ensure  that  their  standards  were  no  lower 
than  those  of  industry.  Details  had  not  yet 
been  worked  out  but  it  was  hoped  that 
hospital  pharmacists  would  benefit  from 
receiving  advice  from  inspectors  and  their 
support  in  proposals  for  better  accommo- 
dation, equipment  or  other  facilities  re- 
quired suitably  to  raise  standards. 

Only  a  small  number  of  the  several 
thousand  wholesalers'  premises  had  been 
inspected  so  far  but  some  unsatisfactory 


practices  had  been  observed.  They  inclu- 
ded :  failuie  to  provide  refrigerated  storage 
for  biologicals  labelled  as  needing  that 
precaution;  inadequate  turnover  of  stock, 
including  acceptance  of  returned  goods  for 
re-sale  without  restriction  on  age  or  an 
inquiry  into  history;  and  inability  to  ar- 
range a  lapid  recall  of  a  faulty  product 
owing  to  lack  of  records. 

Wholesalers  did  not  as  a  rule  record 
batch  numbers,  but  that  could  be  compen- 
sated for  if  they  could  identify  customers 
who  had  bought  the  product  during  a 
stated  time  interval  and  had  a  system  for 
rapid  contpct.  Some  wholesalers  contacted 
all  customers  daily  by  telephone  and  could 
issue  a  warning  on  any  faulty  batch  at 
that  time.  That  applied  mainly  to  prescrip- 
tion medicines  but  if  the  fault  was  in  an 
OTC  medicine  issued  by  a  general-purpose 
wholesaler  supplying  all  kinds  of  retail 
premises  tracking  down  might  be  much 
more  difficult. 

One  of  the  indirect  benefits  of  the  licen- 
sing system  had  been  that  it  had  allowed 
the  United  Kingdom  to  enter  into  certain 
international  treaties  or  other  arrange- 
ments for  the  exchange  of  information  on, 
or  acceptance  of,  overseas  manufacturers. 
These  could  take  the  form  of  bilateral 
agreements  on  pharmaceutical  manufac- 
ture involving  no  new  legislation  and  being 
simply  systems  of  communication  where- 
by each  partner  agreed  to  supply  the  other 
with  information  on  the  technical  compe- 
tence of  its  manufacturers.  Similar  but 
more  ambitious  was  the  EFTA  Conven- 
tion whereby  the  nine  signatory  states 
agreed  to  supply  reports  at  the  request  of 
another  signatory.  There  was  as  yet  no 
equivalent  of  the  Convention  among  the 
EEC  directives.  Discussion  on  those  had 
been  directed  towards  harmonisation  of 
product  licensing  systems  with  a  view  to 
eventual  free  movement  of  products. 

Referring  to  the  controversy  over  the 
directive  to  ensure  that  each  manufacturer 
had  a  nominated  person  with  overall  re- 
sponsibility for  the  quality  of  the  products 
made  (who  would  normally,  according  to 
the  original  directive,  be  a  pharmacist)  Mr 
Fishburn  said,  whatever  the  outcome,  it 
was  clear  that  some  qualification  would  be 
required  and  that  would  eventually  affect 
the  appreciable  number  of  UK  manufac- 
turers who  at  present  had  no  qualified  staff. 


Institute  in  Scotland 

For  the  first  time  since  it  was  formed  the 
Institute  of  Pharmacy  Management  is  to 
hold  its  annual  conference  in  Scotland. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  hold  the 
1974  conference  at  the  Cally  Hotel,  Gate 
House  of  Fleet,  Kirkcudbrightshire,  from 
Friday,  October  4,  commencing  7pm  to 
Monday,  October  7,  ending  at  2.30pm. 

Booklet  on  industry 

The  Association  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry  has  published  the  seventh 
and  revised  edition  of  its  booklet  "The 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  and  the  Nation's 
Health".  As  in  previous  editions  it  sum- 
marised many  of  the  statistics  pertinent  to 
the  industry  and  considers  such  matters  as 
safety,  patents,  brand  names,  prices,  pro- 
motion and  profits.  Copies  from  the  Asso- 
ciation at  162  Regent  Street,  London 
WIR  6DD 
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wish 

your  customers 
a  happy  holiday 


We  have  a  practical  gesture  in  mind. 
Because  you  know  they're  going  to  collect  their 
share  of  sunburn,  cuts,  grazes  and  insect  bites. 
All  of  which  Acrif  lex  soothes,  cools  and  helps 
clear  up  quickly 

You  know  you  can  recommend  Acriflex  with 
confidence.  And  the  more  you  display  it  in  its 
brand-new  colourful  pack  and  outer  and  the 

more  you 
recommend  it  this 
holiday  season, 
the  more 
customers  will 
have  you  to 
thank  for  their 
happy  holiday 


Ariflex 

The  Antiseptic  Cream 

Soothes  and  Heals 

qrrSh^^^^"^^"^  Scalds 
iscratches  Cuts  and  Abrasions 
Inf^ted  Cracked  SWn^ 
bunburn  Blisters 


^criftex 


the  soothing,  cooling 
antiseptic  cream. 


Acriflex  is  a  Trade  Marl<  of 

Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  London  E2  6LA 


SELF  SEAL  BAGS 


For  tablet  and  capsule 
prescriptions 
Economical 
(less  thanip  each) 
Child  safe.  Reusable 
Various  sizes 
Send  for  free  sample  to 


MAPAC  PACKAGING  LTD 

CLIVE  WAY,  WATFORD,  HERTS  WD2  4XZ 

TEL=  WATFORD  22241 

Please  send  me  full  details  on 

Mapac  Self  Seal  Bags 


Name- 


Company. 
Address— 


The  Triangle  Trust 
helps  people  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Industry 


The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund  is  an  indepen- 
dent charitable  trust  administered  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim  is  the  relief  ol 
hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependents  employed,  or  formerly  em- 
ployed in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  British  Commonwealth  Such 
relief  may  include  assistance  with  the  educa- 
tional expenses  of  children. 
The  Trustees  are  also  prepared  to  consider 
applications  for  financial  assistance,  beyond 
the  scope  of  an  employer's  responsibilities 
with  education  or  training  in  general  or  special 
subjects,  including  music  and  the  arts. 


For  additional  information,  or  to  apply  for 
assistance,  write  to: 

The  Secretary,  Dept  CD 
The  Triangle  Trust  1949  Fund 
Clarges  House,  6-12,  Clarges  Street 
London  WIY  SDH 
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Irug  quality  in 
ISA  defended 

I 

egations  made  by  a  Government  official 
inst  the  quality  of  prescription  drugs  in 

Unitci  States  have  been  refuted  by  a 
mber  of  the  American  Senate. 
According  to  a  recent  American  Phar- 
ceutical  Association  Newsletter,  Mr  M. 
nberg,  an  official  of  the  US  Department 
Defence  who  is  involved  in  purchasing 
igs  for  the  Department,  claimed  re- 
itedly  that  the  rejection  rate  on  manu- 
turing  plant  inspections  by  the  Depart- 
nt,  prior  to  fixing  a  contract,  resulted 
a  45  per  cent  rejection  rate  and  sample 
pactions  had  a  42  per  cent  reject.  Yet, 

and  large,  the  same  drugs  were  on  the 
rket  with  the  authority  of  the  Food 
i  Drug  Administration,  claimed  the 
armaceutical  Manufacturers  Association, 
1  Mr  F'iinberg  had  testified  before  state 
islative  bodies  in  opposition  to  the 
)eal  of  anti-substitution  laws. 
\  Pharmaceutical  Association  spokes- 
m  appealed  to  the  Senate  Subcommittee 

monop  ily,  chaired  by  Senator  Gaylord 
;lson,  for  help  in  "clearing  up  the  doubts 
d  suspicions  —  that  have  been  propoga- 
I  in  an  obviously  organised  campaign 

questioring  the  safety  and  integrity  of 
ascription  drugs  in  the  United  States." 
Senator  Nelson,  in  a  statement  made 
er  studying  the  Department  of  Defence's 


olence  associated  with  the  use  of  bar- 
urates  is  an  increasing  problem,  a 
nference  on  barbiturate  abuse  heard 
:ently. 

Dr  Peter  Chappie,  medical  director  of 
s  National  Addiction  and  Research 
stitute  ^>aid :  "Unless  the  Home  Office 
Ices  further  steps  to  control  these  drugs 
the  community,  one  of  our  s^afT  I: 
ling  to  be  seriously  hurt  or  even  killed, 
nives  have  been  out:  a  pharmacist  has 
;en  beaten  over  the  head." 
Dr  Chappie  made  his  remarks  at  a  King 
iward's  Hospital  Fund  conference  at 
adford  University. 

He  pointed  out  that  there  were  safer 
ugs  available  and  there  were  few  cases 
here  barbiturates  were  necessary.  He  said 
ter  the  conference  that  barbiturates 
lould  be  included  in  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
ct.  Stopping  the  prescribing  of  barbitu- 
tes  to  young  people  could  be  another 
3ssible  control.  Doctors  had  said  that 
Jtting  the  drugs  in  the  "controlled"  cat- 
!ory  would  lead  to  too  complex  prescrib- 
g  procedures  but  he  did  not  believe  this 
as  the  case. 

Another  speaker,  a  Bradford  general 
ractitioner  said  the  present  controls  over 
irbiturat'^s  were  "almost  laughable".  Dr 
'avid  Judson,  who  is  clinical  assistant  at 
le  Bradford  regional  drug  dependency 
[lit  said.  "Barbiturate  addiction  involves 


information  on  which  Mr  Feinberg 
had  based  his  statements,  said  that  the 
Department  had,  in  fact,  surveyed  only 
about  10  per  cent  of  their  prospective  con- 
tractors. The  remaining  90  per  cent  con- 
stituted, in  the  Department's  view,  con- 
tractors 'ully  capable  of  performing  satis- 
factorily under  the  terms  of  the  proposed 
contracts.  So  the  rejection  rate  was  only 
44^  per  cent  of  all  prospective  contractors. 

Senator  Nelson  quoted  an  FDA  official 
as  saying  it  was  quite  clear  that  most  of 
violations  seen  were  "relatively  trivial  and 
unrelated  to  the  quality  of  the  drug." 

Only  five  per  cent  of  the  drug  products 
obtained  based  on  contractors  awarded 
were  subjscted  to  laboratory  testing  by  the 
Defence  Department  —  the  remainder  be- 
ing judged  satisfactory  based  on  other 
information.  Thus  the  reject  rate  for  the 
samples  was  2\  per  cent,  not  42  per  cent. 
The  rejects  included  samples  from  non- 
production  runs  by  companies,  some  of 
which  had  never  made  the  product  before 
and  had  never  sold  drugs  to  the  Defence 
Department  before. 

Senator  Nelson  added  that  Mr  Fein- 
berg's  speeches  and  articles  "which  have 
been  misleading  or  deceptive,  have  done  a 
great  disservice  by  confusing  physicians 
and  pharmacists,  state  legislative  bodies, 
and  American  people  by  creating  doubts 
about  the  quality  of  the  drug  supply  in  the 
market  place  and  the  capability  of  the 
FDA  to  protect  the  public.  His  efforts, 
supported  by  his  association  with  the 
Department  of  Defence,  have  also  served 
to  impugn  the  integrity  of  our  small  busi- 
ness community,  implying  that  only  the 
large  drug  companies  can  be  trusted  and 
the  small  companies  are  constantly  cut- 
ting corners  to  enrich  themselves  at  the 
expense  of  the  public  welfare." 


greater  mental,  emotional,  and  neuro- 
logical impairment  than  narcotic  addiction 
and  the  abstinence  syndrome  is  more 
dangerous." 

Dr  W.  E.  Court,  reader  in  pharmaco- 
gnosy, Bradford  University,  described 
current  trends  in  drug  abuse  within  the 
city.  A  survey  of  Bradford  pharm?cies 
suggested  that  older  people  received  about 
80  per  cent  of  legal  barbiturate  supplies. 
Middle-aged  women  received  fewer  bar- 
biturates than  expected  and  men  of  the 
same  age  were  not  commonly  prescribed 
the  drugs. 

Unwanted  medicine  collection  campaigns, 
however  suggested  that  people  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  were  still  able  to 
accumulate  drugs.  Dr  Court  criticised  the 
large  number  of  tablets  prescribed  per 
prescription.  He  had  often  seen  barbitu- 
rate prescriptions  for  150-200  tablets.  He 
said  national  poisoning  figures  showed 
that  barbiturates  were  used  in  60  per  cent 
of  all  cases  of  self-poisoning  and  suicide. 

Sister  Jane  Barrow,  sister  in  charge  of 
Bradford  regional  drug  dependence  unit, 
said  the  addict,  if  surgery  times  allowed, 
could  get  round  to  see  several  doctors 
and  sometimes  obtain  prescriptions  for 
large  quantities  of  the  hypnotics.  S'ster 
Barrow  had  found  cases  where  old  people 
were  selling  barbiturates  to  supplement 
their  pensions. 


Antibiotics,  barbiturates 
'may  cause  pill  to  fail' 

Enzymic  mduction  by  other  drugs  may 
cause  oral  contraceptives  to  fail,  according 
to  a  letter  in  last  week's  British  Medical 
Journal. 

The  letter,  by  J.  P.  Mumford,  head  of 
medical  services,  Organon  International 
BV,  Holland,  says  that  the  effect  appears 
to  act  mainly  against  the  oestrogen  con- 
tent of  oral  contraceptives  "and  may  ex- 
plain the  strange  finding  that  the  average 
age  of  the  patients  who  became  pregnant 
while  taking  the  pill  was  35." 

The  most  marked  effect  would  appear  to 
come  from  the  antibiotic  rifampicin.  A 
researcher  had  suggested  that  rifampicin 
might  influence  the  biogenesis  and  meta- 
bolism of  the  oestrogens  and  that  that 
might  lead  to  failure.  Other  antibiotics, 
including  ampicillin,  had  also  been  shown 
to  affect  oestrogen  metabolism;  ampicillin 
could  further  give  rise  to  unexpected  com- 
plications with  oral  contraceptives  by 
affecting  the  enterohepatic  circulation  of 
the  oestroeens. 

The  second  most  common  therapeutic 
group  to  affect  the  action  were  the  bar- 
biturates. That  "could  have  been  expected" 
as  in  1968  it  had  been  reported  that  in 
animals  chronic  treatment  with  pheno- 
barbitone  could  reduce  the  uterotropic 
effect  of  oestrogen  and  progestogens. 
Other  researchers  had  reported  that  bar- 
biturates -.timulate  the  metabolism  of  all 
steroids.  Another  paper  had  recorded  that 
many  drugs  could  accelerate  the  meta- 
bolism of  hormonal  contraceptives. 

Dr  Mumford  concludes  that  as  the  doses 
of  oral  contraceptives  are  reduced,  enzyme 
induction  by  another  drug  becomes  in- 
creasingly significant. 

□  A  call  for  an  upper  limit  of  12  tablets 
per  pack  of  junior  aspirin  is  made  in  an- 
other letter  in  last  week's  BMJ. 

About  5,000  hospital  admissions  a  year 
were  due  to  "junior"  aspirins.  A  study  by 
Dr  W.  P.  Sweetman,  Department  of  Paedia- 
trics, Royal  Infirmary,  Huddersfield,  re- 
vealed that  children  "practically  invariably" 
finish  the  opened  packet  of  junior  aspirin, 
which  usually  contained  50  tablets — a  total 
of  4g.  "One  of  the  simplest  and  most 
practical  measures"  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
accidental  poisoning  "would  be  to  forbid 
the  sale  of  'junior  aspirin  in  packages  of 
more  than  a  dozen  (Ig).  This  amount  is 
very  unlikely  to  give  rise  to  toxic  effects 
and  would  make  the  admission  of  the 
child  to  hospital  unnecessary." 

Complex  prescribing  a 
'waste  of  effort' 

A  total  of  10,685  tablets  were  found  at 
the  home  of  a  71-year-old  man  admitted 
to  St  Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  follow- 
ing an  apparent  suicide  attempt. 

Mr  K.  C.  Stead,  area  pharmaceutical 
officer  for  Lambeth,  Lewisham  and  South- 
wark  based  at  the  hospital,  and  Dr  S.  E. 
Smith,  Department  of  Pharmacology.  St 
Thomas's  Hospital  Medical  School,  in  a 
letter  in  last  week's  Lancet,  estimated  that 
these  tablets  were  worth  £125.  Almost  half 
were  methyldopa,  the  rest  were  mainly 
potassium  supplements,  digoxin  and 
duiretics.  At  one  stage  the  man  should 
have  been  takmg  about  30  tablets  daily. 


icreaslng  danger  of  violence  with  barbiturates 
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Safety  Bill  deferred 

A  cry  of  "object"  from  the  Government 
benches  prevented  Mrs  Jill  Knight  ob- 
taining a  second  reading  "on  the  nod"  for 
her  Safety  Packaging  for  Medicines  Bill 
in  the  Commons  on  May  10.  She  an- 
nounced that  she  would  put  the  measure 
down  for  second  reading  again  on  May  17. 

Action  against  promotion 

"I  am  concerned  to  discourage  expenditure 
on  sales  promotion  and  this  is  a  factor 
taken  into  account  in  the  negotiations 
under  the  Voluntary  Price  Regulation 
Scheme"  stated  Dr  David  Owen,  Under 
Secretary,  Department  of  Health,  last 
week. 

He  was  replying  to  a  written  Commons 
question  from  Mr  Ernie  Money  who  had 
asked  if  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social 
Services  would  "take  steps  to  discourage 
the  over-prescribing  and  over-publicising 
of  the  use  of  medicinal  drugs".  Dr  Owen 
added  that  he  was  "examining  these  mat- 
ters further". 

'No'  to  antidotes  on  label 

Dr  Shirley  Sammerskill,  Under  Secretary, 
Home  Office,  said  that  legislation  for  the 
antidote  to  oe  printed  on  the  label  of 
containers  of  poisons  would  not  be  intro- 
duced. Ansv,ering  a  Commons  question 

European  patent 
agreement  soon? 

The  EEC  Commission  has  pronounced  in 
favour  of  the  draft  convention  on  the 
European  patent,  and  has  forwarded  its 
views  to  the  member  states.  The  draft  is 
due  to  be  discussed  at  an  intergovern- 
mental conference  this  month. 

The  aim  of  the  convention  is  to  define 
a  unitary  and  autonomous  law  by  which 
patents  issued  in  the  EEC  under  a  first 
convention  —  the  Munich  Convention  — 
signed  last  October  will  have  the  same 
effects  in  each  member  state.  The  Com- 
mission says  that  the  draft,  permitting  as 
it  does  the  free  circulation  of  patented  pro- 
ducts or  processes  and  ensuring  equal  con- 
ditions in  competition,  "fully  satisfies  the 
requirements  of  the  objectives  of  the 
Treaty  of  Rome." 

But  the  Commission  is  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  a  protocol  annexed  to  the 
draft  convention.  The  protocol  would 
defer  by  five  to  ten  years  the  application 
of  provisions  which  aim  to  prevent  the 
sphtting  up  of  the  Common  Market.  As 
the  convention  could  not  come  into  force 
until  1976  because  of  parliamentary  rati- 
fication, the  protocol,  if  adopted,  would 
allow  an  owner  of  a  patent  to  prohibit  the 
import  of  any  patented  product  put  on  the 
market  by  him  or  his  licensee  in  another 


last  week,  she  added  that  in  many  cases 
there  was  no  specific  antidote  and  the 
remedy  might  be  a  course  of  treatment 
under  medical  supervision. 


Increase  in  vitamin  uptake 

There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  take- 
up  of  vitamins  for  young  children  since 
a  new  procedure  for  the  issue  of  vitamin 
tokens  to  poor  families  was  introduced  in 
July  1972,  Dr  David  Owen  told  the 
Commons.  In  the  year  ending  June  1973, 
about  16  per  cent  more  children's  vitamin 
drugs  were  issued  by  local  health  author- 
ities than  in  the  previous  12  months. 
However,  there  was  a  decrease  of  about 
8  per  cent  in  the  issue  of  vitamin  tablets 
to  mothers. 

Briefly 

□  The  Weights  and  Measures  Act  1963 
(Dentifrices)  Order  1974  (last  week  p  569) 
was  ratified  by  the  House  of  Commons 
last  week. 

□  Answering  a  further  question,  Dr 
Summerskill  said  that  the  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  had  been 
asked  to  advise  on  whether  phencyclidine 
hydrochloride  should  be  controlled  under 
the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act. 

□  Replying  to  a  question  last  week  on 
whether  the  Department  of  Health  would 
consider  making  arrangements  for  all  local 
authority  clinics  to  accept  family  planning 
prescriptions  from  general  practitioners, 
Dr  Owen  said  national  arrangements  for 
free  dispen  ;ing  of  such  supplies  were  being 
discussed  with  the  professions. 

□  Mrs  Joyce  Butler  was  given  leave  on 
Wednesday  tc  introduce  her  Bill  on  the 
labelling  of  toilet  preparations.  Second 
reading  is  sc.'^eduled  for  June  21. 


member  state  for  a  period  which  could 
extend  up  to  1986.  He  could  thus  control 
the  flow  of  his  products  within  the  EEC, 
partition  the  national  markets  and  main- 
tain different  prices  in  each  member  state. 

Sales  promotion  practice 
code  published 

A  new  Code  of  Sales  Promotion  Practice 
aims  to  regulate,  mainly  in  the  consumers' 
interest,  various  methods  of  promotion 
such  as  reduced  price  and  free  offers,  com- 
petitions and  voucher  schemes.  The  pro- 
moter should  be  able  to  substantiate  any 
claim  he  makes  as  to  the  value  in.  cash  terms 
of  goods  offered  by  him  at  a  lower  price, 
or  free,  and  any  saving  to  the  consumer 
resulting  from  the  offer.  Substantiation 
should  refer  to  the  price  at  which  com- 
parable goods  are  generally  available,  not 
necessarily  to  the  recommended  retail 
price.  The  cost  of  replacing  damaged  or 
faulty  goods  should  fall  on  the  promoter. 
Offers  should  not  be  described  as  free  "if 
there  is  any  cost  to  the  consumer  other 
than  the  cost  of  delivery  or  postage  in- 
volved in  getting  the  goods  to  him,  or  the 
cost  of  travel  involved  in  his  profiting 
from  the  offer  of  services.  (Advertising 
Standards  Authority,  1  Bell  Yard,  Lon- 
don WC2A  2JX). 
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Wholesalers  not  to  blame  H 

Xrayser's  comment  in  the  May  4  issiH 
(p  545)  concerning  the  impossible  situaticH 
regarding    supplies    of    galenicals  froH 
special  wholesalers  does  not  surprise  me-H 
I   predicted  this   problem  at  least  tvH 
years  ago,  and  to  place  the  blame  cH 
wholesalers  is  wrong.  The  real  culprits  al 
the  chemists  themselves  and  the  DepaiH 
ment  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  H 
For  years  the  old  established  businessiH 
involved  in  wholesaling  have  dwindled  bH(| 
cause  of  economic  forces.  Chemists  formM 
co-operatives  to  buy  in  bulk  and  bou^Bn 
the  profitable  items  of  standard  mediciniK 
from  new  specialist  firms  who  creamed  tlHj 
market  but  gave  no  comprehensive  servicH" 
Having  lost  many  profitable  distributicB 
items,  and  also  the  best  standard  lineB 
many   of   the  wholesaler  manufacture;H 
were  left  with  the  low  profit  productBl 
hence  most  of  them  went  to  the  safelH 
of  mergers  with  large  company  groupH 
Some  remained,  but  having  overcome  ttW 
forces  which  affected  their  competitors  M' 
seriously,  they  are  now  struggling  again* 
the  stone  wall  of  bureaucracy  ensconced  iB 
33  Finsbury  Square.  The  incredible  pap(B 
war  being  pursued  by  these  robots  cB 
democratic  government  means  that  praiB: 
tically  all  relatively  small  demand  produciB' 
will  no  longer  be  made  because  there  m' 
just  not  the  labour  force  or  time  availablB. 
to  complete  huge  dossiers  or  stores  to  holB 
the  samples  required  for  every  tiny  batd|| 
The  policy  will  inevitably  lead  to  a  tot^ 
change  in  pharmacy  in  a  very  short  timsB 
and  I  hope  you  all  enjoy  it!  As  for  thB 
patients — the  mind  boggles  at  their  ultiffl 
mate  plight  but  there  will  be  many  lovelB 
jobs  going  for  the  sheep.  I 

SecaiB 


Parkinsonism?  | 

I  refer  to  the  advertisement  in  the  Society'? 
journal  for  a  "senior  post  in  the  secre : 
tariat"  of  the  Society.  It  says  the  Society' 
activities  continue  to  expand.  In  my  vie\ 
it  is  about  time  the  Society's  administratioi 
activities  s'arted  to  decrease. 

This  is  a  particular  case  of  "Parkinson' 
law"  not  to  mention  the  inflationary  ele 
ment  involved  in  employing  people  doini 
unproductive  work.  It  is  a  pity  that  sincil 
the   "Levy"   case,   the  Council   of  thil 
Society  has  in  my  opinion  become  nothing  i 
but  a  self-recruiting  self-perpetuating  medi  i 
ocracy  with  an  inflated  sense  of  its  owr 
importance.  It  has  done  a  great  disservic(j 
to  pharmacy.  No  wonder  so  many  mem 
bers  do  not  vote. 

What  on  earth  do  we  need  a  develop 
ment  of  membership  groups  for?  Thertj 
are  too  many  of  them  already.  Soon  we 
will  have  more  pharmacists  running  aboul 
with  bits  of  paper  in  the  Society  than 
pharmacists  doing  useful  work.  Already  1 
understand  the  pharmacy  section  of  the 
Department  of  Health  employs  70  phar- 
macists. V/hat  they  are  supposed  to  be 
doing,  goodness  only  knows. 

R.  S.  Smethursl 
London  SW12 
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^edijel  gets  a  lot  of  sales  by 
word  of  mouth. 


Practically  everybodysuffers 
om  mouth  problems  at  some 
me  or  other.  Ulcers,  sore  gums, 
^en  denture  rubbing,  are 
)mplaints  that  don't  recognise 
irriers  of  sex  or  age. 

That  makes  the  market  for 
edijel  very  big  indeed. 

Medijel  is  formulated  to 
ve  really  fast  relief  from 
•reness  in  the  mouth.  Just 
le  dab  of  gel  on  the  affected  area 
id  in  no  time  at  all  your 
Lstomers  will  be  able  to  shout 
i  praises  in  complete  comfort. 

And  for  those  who  prefer  to 
ke  their  Medijel  in  pastille  form 
ere  is  a  special  bonus.  Softness. 

Other  pastilles  that  are  sold 
r  mouth  infections  are  very 
id.  Put  them  in  a  sore  mouth 
id  the  first  thing  you  get  is  even 
ore  pain. 

They  can  even  cause  further 
image  to  gums  that  are 
flamed  or  broken. 

Medijel  Pastilles  are 
ally  soft. They  can  rest  gently 
^ht  on  the  most  painful  part 
id  get  to  work  right  away. 


And  although  the 
people  who  benefit  from  Medijel 
are  quick  to  speak  up  for  it  we 
don't  rely  on  this  entirely. 

We  put  our  money  where 
their  mouths  are,  in  an 
all-the-year-round  advertising 
campaign. 

So  as  the  word  gets  about 
be  sure  you're  reaping  the  benefit. 


Dendron  Ltd, 


94  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford,  Herts  WD  i  y]]. 
Telephone:  Watford  2925-1. 
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Original  photograph  circa  1920 


This  could  have  been 
Gladys  Pearsorfs  last  picture 


Fifty-ftve  years  ago  Gladys  Pearson  was  diagnosed 
as  a  diabetic.  Gladys  was  condemned  to  a  life  of 
almost  impossibly  rigid  diet,  with  many  spells  of 
hospitalisation.  The  outlook  for  Miss  Pearson 
was  bleak. 

But  in  1921  Banting  and  Best  made  a  discovery  of 
tremendous    importance :  they 
demonstrated  the  vital  role  of 
insulin. 

Soon  after  this  discovery 
BurroughsWellcome  commenced 
manufacture  of  the  essential  hor- 
mone in  the  UK.  Consequently, 
Gladys  and  other  diabetics  were 
soon  able  to  benefit  from  this 
breakthrough.  Except  for  brief 
non-insulin  periods  of  treatment 
in  the  early  days,  Miss  Pearson 


has  been  prescribed  Wellcome*  Insulins  since  they 
were  first  manufactured. 

The  use  of  crystalline  insulin  was  pioneered  by 
Wellcome  whose  considerable  pharmaceutical 
experience,  expertise  and  extensive  production 
facihties  have  contributed  fully  to  the  compre- 
hensive range  of  insulins  that  are 
the  Hfeline  of  diabetics  today. 


Wellcome 

Insulins 


Full  information  about  wellcome 
Insulin  is  available  on  request. 

*Trade  Mark  . 

Wellcome 

Wellcome  Medical  Division, 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  Limited, 

Berkhamsted,  Herts. 


(Recent  photograph) 


II 


lay,  1974 


Chemist  &  Druggist  631 


(Company 


orte  more  than  double 
[fits  in  1973 

sales  up  from  £38-9m  to  £50-lm 
rte  Industries  (Holdings)  for  1973 
pre-tax  profits  of  £7,329,000  against 
1,000  in  1972. 

le  final  dividend  is  l-809p  net  or  2-7p 
and  brings  the  gross  total  to  6-7p. 
year,  for  tax  reasons  a  single  dividend 
75p  gross  was  paid. 

le  improved  results  were  due  to 
■ant  trading  in  all  products,  say  the 
tors.  UK  sales  increased  in  value  by 
er  cent,  UK  exports  by  50  per  cent. 


E  lansion  by  Jackel 


;1  ntijmational  Ltd,  has  been  incor- 
ted  to  look  after  Jackel's  international 
lopments  other  than  direct  exports 
the  UK.  There  is  no  financial  asso- 
Dn  between  Jackel  International  and 
el  &  Co  Ltd,  but  Graham  R.  McCon- 
ie  is  ?  common  shareholder  in  both 
:c|panies.  A  "substantial"  stake  in  West- 
Plastics  Inc,  California,  manufacturers 
owners  of  the  Tommee  Tippee  trade- 
c  in  the  US  has  been  acquired  by 
el  International.  Mr  Ian  McGugan, 
Ii|ion  manager  of  babyneeds,  has  been 
;d  by  Gus  Forsman,  president  of 
land  Plastics  to  join  him  as  a  personal 
tant  with  effect  from  July. 


C  )da  now  hold  one-fifth  of 
^eff  Chemicals 

r|  board  of  Greeff-Chemicals  Holdings 
have  been  informed  by  Croda  Inter- 
)nal  Ltd  that  Croda  now  own 
,000  shares  in  Greeff,  representing 
1  per  cent  of  the  issued  ordinary 
al. 

discussions  between  the  two  com- 
es, Croda  have  stated  they  intend  to 
n  this  holding  as  a  long-term 
itment,  leaving  Greeff  to  develop  in- 
IfndenUy.  The  directors  of  Greeff  be- 
that  they  will  benefit  from  the  rela- 
hip  and  they  have  invited  Mr  F.  A.  S. 
^  )d,  chairman  of  Croda,  to  join  the 
;ff  board  in  a  non-executive  capacity. 

Iiering  AG  turnover  up 

ring  AG,  Berlin  increased  turnover  in 
by  12-7  per  cent  to  Dm914-7m  while 
olidated  revenue  of  controlled  sub- 
ries  rose  10-7  per  cent  to  Dml,49Im. 
to  currency  changes  and  higher  wage 
>  pre-tax  profit  rose  only  5-4  per  cent 
pm94-lm  while  earnings  at  Dm49-lm 
pares  with  Dm  51  •4m  in  1972. 

sfly 

10  Holdings  are  again  endowing  four 
lal  travelling  fellowships  each  worth 
for  British  science  writers,  to  be 
ded  and  administered  by  the  Asso- 


ciation of  British  Science  Writers.  One  of 
the  fellowships  will  be  for  science  writing 
in  a  trade,  technical  or  house  magazine. 
Mr  Richard  Heydon,  MPS,  Hospital  Street 
Pharmacy,  Nantwich,  Ches,  has  moved  to 
larger  premises  at  35  Hospital  Street. 
Savory  &  Moore  Ltd  have  recently 
acquired  a  branch  at  3  The  Square,  Pang- 
bourne,  Berkshire. 

Lon  (UK)  Ltd  have  moved  to  19  Powis 
Terrace,  London  Wll  IJJ,  telephone: 
01-229  1487. 

Agfa-Gevaert's  group  sales  are  expeCed 
to  rise  by  12  per  cent  in  1974  over  the 
BP  34,350m  in  1973. 
Bayer  AG:  Sale?  in  the  first  quarter  of  the 
current  year  rose  by  31-6  per  cent  to 
Dm2,533m  and  net  profits  by  14-3  per  cent 
to  Dm96m.  Exports  at  over  Dml,500m, 
accounted  for  59-2  per  cent  of  output. 
Intravenous  Infusions  Ltd,  a  company 
jointly  owned  by  the  National  Investment 
Bank,  Vifor  SA,  of  Geneva,  and  other 
interests,  are  proposing  to  manufacture 
glucose,  sodium  chloride  and  other  trans- 
fusion materials  at  their  plant  in  Koforidua 
in  Ghana. 

Laboratoires  Castaigne  of  France  is  to  be 
acquired  by  the  state-controlled  oil  group 
Soc  Nationale  des  Petroles  d'Aquitaine 
(SNPA).  In  the  past  18  months  SNPA  have 
gained  control  of  Laboratoires  Labaz  and 
Laboratoires  Michel  Robillart.  They  also 
acquired  3b  per  cent  of  the  cosmetics  com- 
pany Yves  Rocher. 

R.  Weston  (Chemists)  Ltd  opened  a 
branch  at  339  Wells  Road,  Bristol,  on 
May  13.  The  unit  of  more  than  3,000  sq  ft 
is  part  of  a  new  environmentally  controlled 
shopping  centre  incorporating  the  most 
up-to-date  shopping  aids.  In  addition  to 
their  normal  trading,  they  state  they  will 
be  offering  a  late  dispensing  service.  This 
pharmacy  will  be  under  the  management 
of  Mr  G.  H.  Richards. 

Hoechst  UK  Ltd's  sales  in  1973  amounted 
to  £137-53m  (£114-86m  in  1972).  Trading 
profits  for  the  year  amounted  to 
£9,583,000,  an  increase  of  37-5  per  cent 
over  1972  (£6,967,000).  Profit  after  tax  and 


extraordinary  items  amounted  to  £3  •96m 
(£2  08m).  The  improvements  in  the  results 
of  the  group  are  attributable  both  to  the 
trading  of  Hoechst  UK  and  to  the  Berger 
Jenson  &  Nicholson  figures  which  are  in- 
cluded. 

Appointments 

Fisons:  Mr  H.  J.  Blackboro,  chairman  and 
managing  director  of  Fisons  Pty,  Aust- 
ralia, has  been  appointed  to  the  board  of 
Fisons  pharmaceutical  division. 

May  &  Bakev  Ltd  have  appointed  Mr 
T.  D.  Sebbinger  head  of  the  company's 
photographic  home  sales  division.  He 
joined  the  company  in  1962  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  sales  team  since  then. 
Booker  McConnell  Ltd:  Mr  Joseph 
Godber,  MP  has  been  invited  to  join  the 
board  as  a  non-executive  director  and  has 
intimated  that  he  would  be  willing  to 
accept.  Mr  Godber  was  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  from  Novem- 
ber 1972  until  the  last  general  election. 
Wella  (Great  Britain)  Ltd  have  appointed 
Mr  B.  Moore,  their  marketing  manager. 
Mr  Moore  gained  his  experience  in  the 
field  of  pharmaceuticals  and  speciality 
foods;  he  now  heads  a  new  department 
which  incorporates  product  management, 
product  promotions,  technical,  market  re- 
search and  advertising. 
Germaine  Monteil:  Janet  Lloyd,  34,  has 
been  appointed  managing  director  for 
Germaine  Monteil  UK.  Janet  is  the  first 
woman  to  be  appointed  managing  director 
in  a  company  in  the  British  American 
Cosmetic  Gioup.  She  holds  a  first  class 
honours  degree  in  law,  joining  Germaine 
Monteil  in  July  1973  as  marketing  mana- 
ger. Previously  she  was  with  Yardley. 
Kingsley  &  Keith  Chemical  Group  Ltd: 
Mr  L.  R.  Dowsett,  deputy  chairman  of 
the  company's  parent.  Chemical  Securities 
Ltd,  has  been  appointed  chairman  of  K  & 
K  Chemical  Group  following  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr  M.  H.  Ostler.  Mr  Ostler  con- 
tinues as  a  non-executive  director  and  has 
accepted  an  appointment  to  the  board  of 
Colorapid  Ltd,  a  subsidiary  of  Kingsley  & 
Keith.  Mr  P.  E.  Duckworth  has  been 
appointed  a  director  of  Kingsley  &  Keith 
Chemical  Group  Ltd.  Mr  J.  A.  Wright  has 
been  appointed  a  director  of  Kingsley  & 
Keith  (Chemicals)  Ltd,  Mrs  J.  P.  Murphy 
has  also  been  appointed  to  that  board 
with  responsibilities  for  finance.  Mr  D. 
W.  Peffers  has  been  appointed  an  associate 
director.  Mr  J.  F.  Marett,  currently  an 
associate  director  of  Kingsley  &  Keith 
(International  Trading)  Ltd  has  been 
appointed  a  director. 


The  new  head 
quarters  recently 
occupied  by 
Polaroid  (UK) 
Ltd  at  St  Albans. 
Total  valuu  of  the 
company's 
products  exported 
last  year 
amounted  to 
£13-6m. 
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Market 
News 


PRICES  MAINLY  HELD 

London,  May  15:  Reluctance  on  ttie  part 
of  buyers  to  enter  the  markets  during  the 
week  other  than  to  cover  immediate 
requirements  seemed  to  take  some  of 
the  edge  off  the  recent  pattern  of  ever- 
rising  prices.  Yet  holders  of  commodities, 
confident  in  the  knowledge  that  replace- 
ments were  not  showing  signs  of  weak- 
ness, were  unwilling  to  shade  recently- 
established  price  levels  for  spot  delivery. 

Dearer  among  crude  drugs  were  hen- 
bane, kola  nuts,  lemon  peel,  gentian  root 
and  styrax.  Brazilian  menthol  for  ship- 
ment was  still  higher  than  that  quoted  by 
spot  holders.  Only  49  tons  of  Tinneveily 
senna  leaves  were  shipped  out  of  the 
port  of  Tuticorin  during  April  and  that 
wholly  to  the  US.  No  ships  called  there 
for  Europe  or  the  UK. 

There  were  no  changes  in  pharmaceu- 
tical chemical  prices  during  the  week. 

Dearer  in  essential  oils  were  Brazilian 
peppermint  and  camphor  white  on  the 
spot.  Ceylon  lemongrass  was  easier. 

Production  of  sulphuric  acid  by  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Sulphuric  Acid 
Association  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
at  948,283  metric  tons  was  4-6  per  cent 
above  the  equivalent  1973  period.  Con- 
sumption at  1,045,589  tons,  however,  was 
down  by  2-4  per  cent. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetic  acid:  12-ton  lots  delivered,  per  metric  ton, 
BPC  glacial  from  £94;  99-5  per  cent  technical  E87; 
80  per  cent  arades  pure  £82-50;  technical  £75. 
Acetomenaphthone:  100-kg  lots  £0-64i  kg. 
Alcohol:  Synthetic  ethanol,  £  per  proof  ga\: 

Gal 

2.500  (bulk) 
900  (drums) 


2.500  (bulk) 
900  (drums) 


PBS  95% 
0-30fi8 
0-3218 
DRS  96% 
0-3798 
0  3948 


Absolute  99-5% 
0-3188 
0-3338 
DRAA  99-9% 
0-3918 
0-4068 


Aloin:  50-kg  £9  kg. 
Aminacrine  hydrochloride:  £35-50  kfl. 
Amylobarbilone:  50-kg  £4-46  kg:  sodium  £5-07. 
Ascorbic  acid:  £6-00  kg;  5-kg  £5  00  kg;  sodium 
ascorbate,  plus  8p;  silicone-coated,  plus  25p  kg. 
Aspirin:  10-metric  ton  lots  £750  ton;  5-lon  £780; 
1-ton  £800. 

Borax:  BP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton,  in 
paper  bags  delivered — granular  £95;  crystals  £126; 
powder  £103;  extra  fine  powder  £108  Technical 
grades  less  £26  per  ton  for  British  materials;  less 
£10  for  imported. 

Boric  acid:  BP  grade  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots — granular  £127:  crystals  £178;  powder  £103; 
extra-fine  powder  £108  in  paper  bags,  carriage 
paid  Technical  is  £26  per  1.000  kg  less  than 
BP  grades  for  British  material;  less  £10  for  im- 
ports. 

Butabarbital:  50-kg  £8-32;  sodium  £7-11  per  kg. 
Butobarbilone:  £6-00  kg  for  50-kg  lots. 
Calciferol:  £450  per  kg. 

Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £65-00  metric  ton. 

Calcium  gluconate:  250-kg  lots  £0-63  kg. 

Calcium  lactate:  250  kg  £412  per  metric  ton. 

Calcium  pantothenate:  £5-50  kg;  £4-00  kg. 

Calcium  sodium  lactate:  £0-736  kg  in  250-kg  lots. 

Cantharadfn:  £0-75  per  100  g. 

Carotene:  Suspension  20  per  cent  £28-50  kg. 

Chloral  hydrate:  50-kg  lots  £0-75  kg. 

Cocaine:  Alkaloid  £222  kg;  hydrocloride  £202-75. 

Subiect  to  DDA  Regulations. 

Colchine:  £0-90  per  g. 

Cyanocobalalamin:  £1-00  per  g. 

Cyclobarbitone:  £4  91  for  25  kg;  calcium  £4-91. 

Dexpanthenol:  £10  kg;  £8-50  kg. 

Dextromethorpan:  Hydrobromide  £110  kg. 


Digoxin:  £2-20  per  g. 

Oimidium  bromide:  5-g  lots  £3-20  g. 

Ephedrine:   Alkaloid   £17-15  kg   in   100-kg  lots; 

hydrochloride  £14-14;   sulphate  £14-95. 

Gallic  acid:  1,000-kg  £1-68  kg. 

Hydroxocobalamin:  £3  00  per  g. 

Iodides:  £  per  kg. 


Potassium* 
Sodium 


under  50-kg 

2-  58 

3-  26 


50-kg 

2-  45 

3-  13 


250-kg 
2-43 


♦For  crystals  and  granules.  Powder  plus  £0-11  kg. 
Iron  and   ammonium  citrate:    (per  metric  ton) 
granules.  50-kg  lots  £650,  1-ton  £620.  Scales  50-kg 
£820;  1-ton  £790;  green  £830. 
Mercurochrome:  £7-95  per  kg. 
Mersalyl:  Acid  £15-75  per  kg;  sodium  £21-50 
Methylated  spirits:  In  2,500-bulk  gal  (and  in  20  x 
45  gal  drums)  per  bulk  gal  —  IMS  66  OP  £0-5415 
(£0-5645).     Perfumery    grade    6    SOP  £0-5945 
(£0-6175).  Mineralised  64  OP.  £0-6555  (£0-5785). 
Narcotine:  Alkaloid  and   hydrochloride  in  25-kg 
lots  £15  kg. 

Nicotinamide:  (per  kg)  £4-00;  5-kg  £3  00. 
Nicotinic  acid:  (Per  kg)  1-kg  £3-80;  £2-80  in  5- 
kg  lots.  .  ,  ^ 

Oleic  acid:  BP  £317  per  metric  ton  delivered  UK. 
Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots  subject  to  DDA 
regulations. 


Codeine 

alkaloid 

hydrochloride 

phosphate 

Ethylmorphine 

hydrochloride 

Morphine 

alkaloid 

hydrochloride 

sulphate 


From 

198-00 
172  00 
151-00 

193-00 

218-00 
178-00 
178-00 


To 

206-00 
180-00 
157-00 

200-00 

226-00 
185-00 
185-00 


Oxalic  acid:  Nominally  £220  metric  ton. 
Pentobarbitone:  50-kg  lots  £5-79  kg  for  acid  and 
E6-13  tor  sodium. 

Pethidine  hydrochloride:  From  £13-30  to  £14  90  kg 
as  to  the  maker  and  quantity.  Subect  to  DDA 
Regulations 

Phemitone:  25-kg  lots  £4-24  kg. 
Phenobarbitone:  50-kg  lots  £4-52  per  kg;  sodium 

£4-97 

Pholcodine:  From  £198-36  to  £223  per  kg  as  to 

maker.  _^  , 

Phthalylsuphathiazole:  50-kg  lots  £1  60  kg. 
Potassium  acid  tartrate:  BPC  £783  per  metric  ton 
in  bags  delivered. 

Pyrogallic  acid:  Pure  500-kg  lots  £4-92  kg. 
Pyridoxine:  £13-75  kg;  £12-75  kg  in  5-kg  lots. 
Quinalbarbitone:  Sodium  and  acid  £6-37  kg  for 
25-kg  lots. 

Quinine:  (per  kg  in  85-kg  lots)  alkaloid  £56-70; 
bisulphate  £45  00;  dihydrochloride  £55-00;  hydro- 
chloride £53-50;  sulphate  £50-00;  hydrobromide 
(10-kg)  54-50. 

Riboflavine:  £19-00  kg;  5-kg  lots  £18-  kg. 
Salicylic  acid:  per  metric  ton  5-ton  lots  £555; 
1-ton  £580;  250-kq  £630:  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  pantothenate:  (kg)  £7-50;  5-kg  £6-50. 
Tannic  acid:  500-kg  fluffy  £1-53  kg;  powder  £1-50. 
Tartaric  acid:  (per  metric  ton)  50-kg  lots  £795; 
250-kg  £790;  1-ton  £780. 

Thiamine  hydrochloride:  £9-20  kg;  5-kg  £8-20  kg; 
mononitrate  £9-70  and  £8-70  respectively. 
Vitamin  A:  Oily  1  million  iu  per  g  £7-60  kg  per 
5-kg:  dried  acetate  325,000  Iu  per  g,  £6-10  per 
500,000  iu  £7-25— both  in  5-kg  lots. 
Vitamin  D  :  Powder  for  tableting  850,000  iu  per  9 
£25-00  kg;  £24-00  kg. 

Vitamin  E:  (per  kg)  25  per  cent  (gel)  £10  85;  50 
per  cent  powder  £8-50,  acetate  £12  kg;  £11  for 
5-kg  lots. 


Crude  drugs 

Cardamoms:  (per  lb  cif)  Alleppy  greens  No.  1 
E2  00;  prime  seeds  £1-90. 

Cascara:  Spot  cleared;  shipment  £610  metric  ton. 
cif. 

Cassia:   lignea,   broken  £1,280  metric  ton,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £540  metric  ton;  £520  cif. 
Chillies:  Uganda  £700  ton,  cif. 
Cinnamon  bark:  Seychelles  Unquoted. 
Cinnamon  quills:  four  O's  £0-49  lb;  chips  £0-101 
cif. 

Colocynth  pulp:  Spot  £720  metric  ton. 
Dandelion:  No  spot;  shipment  nominal. 
Gums:  Acacia  nominal.  Karaya  faq  £33-50  cwt. 
Henbane:  Niger  £1,300  metric  ton;  £1,250  cif. 
Hydrastis:  £9-75  kg  spot;  £9-60.  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £3-50  spot;  £3-20, 
cif.   Matto  Grosso  £6-50  spot.  Colombian  £5-30, 
£5-15,  cif. 

Kola  nuts:  W.  African  £140  metric  ton,  £118,  cif. 
Lanolin:  Ai"iydrous  BP  minimum  1,000  kg  from 
£474  as  to  grade;  cosmetic  £543;  technical  £437. 
Lemon  peel:  £760  metric  ton  spot;  £740,  cif. 
Liquorice  root:  (metric  ton)  Chinese  and  Russian 
£165  metric  ton  nominal. 

Lobelia:  European  £1-10  kg,  cif;  American,  coarse 
powder,  £470  metric  ton. 

Lycopodium:  Indian  £4-75  kg.  Canadian  £5-50  kg, 
Mace:  Grenada  No.   1  £2,576  long  ton  fob. 
Menthol:   Brazilian  £22  00  kg  spot;   £22-50,  cif. 
Chinese  about  £30  00,  cif. 

Nutmeg:  (ton,  cif)  East  India  80s  £1,750;  110's 

£1.650;  bwp  £1,310. 

Pepper:  (ton  cif)  Sarawak  black  £665;  white  £70. 
Senega:  Nominal. 


Senna:  (per  kg)  Alexandrian  h/p  pods  cleare 

manufacturing     nominal    Tinneveily     h/p  po 

nominal;  White  unobtainable 

Squill:  White  unoDtainable. 

Styrax:  Spot  £2-75  kg;  no  shipment. 

Valerian:  Indian  rootlets  £200  metric  ton,  sp' 

Waxes:  Bees'  and  Candellila  nominal,  Carnau 

fatty   grey  spot  £2,050  metric  ton;  £1,976,  d 

prime  yellow  £2,300;  £2,190,  Cit. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £l-?0  kg 

Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £0  80  kg. 

Amber:  Rectified  £0-29  kg  spot. 

Anise;  £28  00  kg  spot;  £33  00,  cif. 

Bay:  West  Indian  about  £14-00  kg. 

Bergamot:  From  £12-00  kg  as  to  grade. 

Birch  tar:  Rectified  £3-50  kg. 

Sols  de  rose:  Shipment  £11-46  kg,  cif. 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £265  kg. 

Cade:  Spanish  £1-20  kg  spot. 

Cajuput:  £1-50  kg  on  spot. 

Camphor  wnite;  £3-10  kg  spot;  shipment  £3 

cif. 

Cananga:  Java  £12-00  kg  spot. 
Caraway:  Imported  £18  00  kg.  English  £45-00, 
Cardamom:  English  distilled  £96-00  kg 
Cassia:  Chinese  not  offering 
Cedarwood:  £2-00  kg  spot;  £2-10,  Cif. 
Celery:  English  £35-00  kg. 
Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £4-28  kg  spot;  £4-10 
English  distilled  bark  £170  00  kg. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  £4-28  kg  spot;  £4-00,  cif. 
Clove:  Madagascar  leaf  about  £4-00  kg,  cif. 
Cod-liver:  BP  in  45-gal   lots  £1-48  gal;  veti 
nary  £0-80-£0-85. 
Coriander:  £13  00  kg  spot. 
Cubeb:  English  distilled  £18  00  kg. 
Dill:  From  £9-30  kg  spot. 
Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £9-30  kg,  cif,  80-85  per  cei 
Fennel:  Spanish  £10-00  kg  nominal.  : 
Geranium:  (kg)  Bourbon  £22  00  kg. 
Ginger:  English  distilled  £56  00  kg. 
Juniper:  Berry  from  £11-00  kg. 
Lavender:  French  from  £18-00  kg  spot. 
Lavender  spike:  £12-50  kg  spot. 
Lemon:  Sicillian  best  grades  from  £10-00  kg  spi 
Lemongrass:  Spot  £4-00  kg;  forward  £4-30,  cif 
Lime:  West  Indian  £8-50  kg  spot. 
Mandarin:  £8-00  kg. 

Nutmeg:  (per  kg)  English  distilled  from  W( 
Indian  £23-00;  from  E.  Indian  £27-00.  Import 
£5-70. 

Olive:  Spanish  exports  prohibited.  Tunisian 
stricted.  Spot  £1 ,040-£1 ,050  metric  ton. 
Palmarosa:  £11  00  kg  spot  and  cif. 
Patchouli:  Spot  £7  50  kg;  £7-00,  Cif. 
Pennyroyal:  To  arrive  £4-90  kg. 
Pepper:  English  distilled  ex  black  £55-00  kg 
Peppermint:  (kg)  Arvensis-Brazilian  spot  £9-50 
spot  £9-65,  cif.  Chinese  no  spot,  shipment  £16-i 
cif,  asked.  Piperata  American  from  £19-00. 
Petitgrain:  £12-00  kg,  cif. 
Pine:  (kg)  Pumillonis  £1-75;  sylvestris  £0-51. 
Rosemary:  £5-65  kg,  spot. 
Sage:  Spanish  £8-80  kg  spot. 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £95  00  kg  spot. 
Sassafras:  Chinese  £4-00  kg;  Brazilian  £3-00  spi 
Spearmint:    Chinese    £9-00    kg,    cif;  Amerlc 
£11-00  spot. 

Thyme:  Red  65/70%  £8-30  kg. 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  Importej, 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  ni 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  1^ 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press  b 
it  should  be  noted  that  In  the  present  state 
the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


Coming  events 


Tuesday,  May  21 

Aberdare,  Merthyr,  Pontypridd  and  Rhondda 
Valley,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  New  Inn 
Pontypridd,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 
West  Kent  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Wellcome  Research  Laboratories,  Beckenham, 
at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Thursday,  May  23 

Chelsea  College,  University  of  London, 

Manresa  Road,  London  SW3,  at  5.30  pm. 
Inaugural  lecture  by  Professor  E.  J.  Shellard 
(professor  of  pharmacognosy)  on  "The  wheel 
has  turned  full  circle". 

Friday,  May  24 

Croydon  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon,  at  8  pm.  Mr  M. 
O'Riordon  on  "Contact  lenses  and  their  solutions". 

Advance  information 

Royal  Microscopical  Society.  Micro  74, 
international  conference  and  exhibition  on 
microscopy,  W^est  Centre  Hotel,  Lillie  Road, 
London  SW6.  Details  from  the  society.  Clarendon 
House,  Cornmarket  Street,  Oxford  0X1  3HA. 
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Ware's  the  place  for 
Pharmaceutical  R&D 


Thiere  are  a  wide  range  of  opportunities  in  our  superbly 
equipped  R&D  laboratories  at  Ware,  Hertfordshire, 
for: 

■  Registered  pharmacists  experienced  in  the  field  of 
industrial  or  hospital  pharmacy 

■  Recently  qualified  pharmacists  who  wish  to  com- 
plete their  pre-registration  training  in  a  research 
environment 

■  Graduates  who  wish  to  commence  their  pre-registra- 
tion training  in  industry. 

You  would  join  our  Pharmaceutical  Research  team 
which  is  engaged  in  the  formulation  and  development 
of  new  drugs  through  all  stages  from  inception  to  pro- 
duction. We  are  currently  engaged  on  work  in  some  of 
the  most  advanced  areas  of  pharmaceutical  research. 

Conditions  of  employment  are  attractive  and  include  a 
bonus  scheme  based  on  the  profitability  of  the  Glaxo 
group  of  which  we  are  a  member,  excellent  pension 
and  life  assurance  schemes  and  assistance  with  reloca- 
tion expenses,  where  appropriate.  In  addition  there  are 
the  advantages  of  working  in  pleasant  rural  surround- 
ings and  yet  being  only  20  miles  from  London,  and  the 
extensive  recreational  facilities  offered  by  the  company. 


Please  write  with  details  of  quali- 
fications, experience  and  salary  to 
Effric  Smith,  Assistant  Personnel 
Officer,  Allen  &  Hanburys  Re- 
search Ltd.,  Ware,  Herts.  SG12 
ODJ,  quoting  reference  AK431. 


hopfitting 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs 

Take 
36 

Months 
To  Pay 

^  In  Anodised  Aluminium 

^  Built  in  Illuminated  Signs 

-jK-  AvaiUljle  ftom  stock 

4^  Installed  in  2  Days 
on  most  sites' 

UNIT  SHOPROIVTS  LTD 

LVP  House.  Park  Royal  Road. 
London  N.W.10. 7LF. 

PHONE:01- 965- 9712 

HOPFRONTS  and  interior  fittings 
1  Chemist  Specialists,  WARWICK 
HOPFITTING,    20    Rudd  Street, 
)ndon,   SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854 
?43. 

Please  mention  C  &  D  when 
replying  to  advertisements 

Display/Semi  Display  £6.00  per  single  column  inch, 
minimum  1  inch.  Column  width  1|"  (42mm). 

Whole  Page  (10"  x  7")  £200. 

Half  Page  (41"  x  T  or  10"  x  W)  £120. 

Quarter  Page  (41"  x  3^')  £60. 


Graduate  Chemist 
or  Pharmacist 


Fisons  Limited,  Pharmaceutical  Division, 
are  manufacturers  of  ethical,  proprietary  and 
veterinary  pharmaceuticals,  toiletries  and  slim- 
foods  which  are  marketed  on  an  international  basis . 

A  young  graduate  chemist/pharmacist  with 
experience  in  the  pharmaceutical  industry  is 
required  to  join  the  Production  Technical 
support  group  at  Loughborough. 

The  work  covers  a  wide  range  of  activities 
including  the  introduction  of  new  processes, 
improvement  of  existing  processes  and  trouble 
shooting  in  both  the  production  and  packaging 
fields. 

The  successful  candidate  will  preferably 
have  one  or  two  years'  experience  of  production 
or  development.  He  will  be  self  motivating  and  be 
expected  to  progress  projects  to  completion. 

The  post  oflfers  an  ideal  opportunity  to 
acquire  additional  skill  and  experience  in 
industrial  pharmaceutical  techniques.  In  addition 
to  an  attractive  salary  and  general  fringe  benefits, 
assistance  with  relocation  expenses  will  be  given 
where  appropriate. 

Please  write  or  telephone  for  an  application 
form  from  Paul  Odgers,  Personnel  Officer, 
Fisons  Limited,  Pharmaceutical  Division, 
12  Derby  Road,  Loughborough,  Leics. 
Tel:  Loughborough  631 13. 

AFISQNSi 


REPRESENTATIVE  required  by  a 
specialist  printing  company  selling 
labels  and  packing  materials  to  the 
Retail  Pharmacist.  He  will  take  over 
an  established  territory  roughly  com- 
prising of  North  Wales,  North  Staffs, 
Cheshire  and  Lancashire.  The 
vacancy  exists  because  the  present 
representative  is  moving  to  a  new 
territory  in  the  South.  Salary  and 
Commission.  Car  and  expenses. 
Pension  Scheme.  Apply  to: —  D.  K. 
Mackay,  Director,  James  Townsend 
&  Sons  Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  12,  Musgrave 
House,  Western  Way,  EXETER, 
EX1  2AB. 


For  Sale 


MACHINERY  FOR  SALE,  Mitchell 
mixer,  stainless  steel,  300  gallon  vat, 
Newman  semi-auto  labeller,  three 
line  bottle  filling  machine.  Sold 
separately,  no  reasonable  offer  re- 
fused 021-353  2071  evenings,  week- 
days 
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Hospital  appointments 


HEALTH  DISTRICT  (TEACHING) 

Lambeth,  Southwarlt  and  Lewisham 
Area  Health  Authorisy  (Teaching) 


STAFF  PHARMACIST 

(Production  and  Drug  Distribution) 

to  be  responsible  for  non-sterile  manufacturing,  pre- 
pacl<ing  and  drug  distribution  at  King's  College 
Hospital.  The  post  presents  an  opportunity  for  an 
enthusiastic  Pharmacist  to  participate  in  the 
development  of  new  systems  of  drug  distribution 
and  to  be  involved  in  the  establishment  of  a  ward 
pharmacy  scheme. 

Salary  £2,424-e3,042  including  London  Weighting 

Job  description  and  application  form  available  from 
the  Personnel  Office,  Room  155  King's  College 
Hospital,  Denmark  Hill,  London  SE5  9RS.  Tel:  01-274 
6222  Ext.  2724/8.  Further  details  and  departmental 
visits  may  be  arranged  by  contacting  Mr.  P.  Sharolt, 
Principal  Pharmacist,  Ext.  2272. 


WIRRAL  AREA  HEALTH 
AUTHORITY 

PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 

CLATTERBRIDGE  HOSPITAL 

Certificated  Pharmacy  Technician 
required  for  varied  and  stimula-' 
ting  worl<  in  all  sections  of 
Hospital  Pharmacy,  providing 
comprehensive  service  to  all 
hospitals  in  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  the  Authority  (1,117 
beds).  The  department  has  been 
extended  recently  and  exten- 
sively furbished  and  re-equipped. 
Salary  Scale:  E1,134-E1,533  per 
annum. 

For  further  information,  telephone 
Mr.  Gisborne,  Principal  Pharma- 
cist (Ext.  502). 

Application  forms  available  from: 

Personnel  Oflicer, 
Clatterbridge  Hospital, 
Bebington,  Merseyside. 
Tel:  051-334-4000,  Ext.  424. 

Closing  date  for  return  of  com- 
pleted forms  is:  31.5.74. 


Wanted 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  pacl<aging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our 
representative  will  call  anywhere. 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington 
Close,  Ledbury  Road,  London,  W.11. 
Tel:  Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  Items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— Runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  Interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  write 
Robin  Wheeler,  "Maplehurst",  Park 
Lane,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


GOOD  PRICES  always  paid  for  com- 
plete old  Chemists  shop  Interiors, 
including  shelf,  drawer,  and  dispen- 
sing units,  showcases,  jars  etc.  127, 
Pancras  Rd.,  London,  N.W.I.  01-387 
6039. 


Charing  Cross  Hospital 

Fulham  Palace  Road,  Hammersmith  W.6. 

EXPERIENCED  PHARMACY 
TECHMCUN 

Holding  appropriate  certificates 

This  is  the  first  completely  new  teaching 
hospital  to  be  built  in  Loncjon  since  the  war. 
It  has  939  beds  and  a  large  medical  school. 

Salary  on  scale  £1,260-£1,659,  inclusive  of 
London  Weighting;  staff  restaurant;  new  Staff 
Social  Club;  and  accommodation  is  available 
if  required. 

If  you  wish  to  visit  the  department  or  would 
like  further  information  please  telephone 
Miss  Johnston,  Principal  Pharmacist,  on 
01-748  8337.  Applications  giving  details  of 
age,  qualifications  and  experience,  and  the 
names  and  addresses  of  two  referees,  to  Miss 
Matthews,  Personnel. 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY.  Gentlemen 
you  are  far  too  busy  to  sell  our  vast 
range  of  fashion  jewellery,  so  why 
not  let  us  sell  it  for  you  by  stocking 
our  range  of  elegant  displays,  each 
displaying  a  fantastic  range  of  all 
the  latest  lines,  clearly  marked  with 
the  suggested  retail  price  showing 
you  a  handsome  profit  margin  with 
continuity  of  sales  assured  by  re- 
peats from  our  huge  stock. 
These  convenient  units  are  proving 
to  be  a  tremendous  success  with 
Chemists  all  over  the  country.  Cus- 
tomers areas  are  strictly  observed 
so  why  not  make  1974  a  good  year 
by  contacting  us  now  for  our  repre- 
sentative to  call.  No  waiting,  goods 
left  on  the  spot  and  working  for  you 
within  seconds.  Alternatively  we 
send  assorted  parcels,  just  state  how 
m'ich  you  wish  to  spend  min.  £30, 
seven  days  approval.  We  are  proud 
of  our  parcels  and  you  will  be  very 
pleased  that  you  contacted  R.  F. 
Vernon  &  Co.,  36  Roman  Road,  Bir- 
slall,  Leicester,  also  at  52  Mount 
Read,  Leicester.  Tel:  Day  0533  26403 
Night  0533  675327. 


FASHION  JEWELLERYl 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
34  Shudehlll,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest     and     most     exclusive  | 
selection  of  Necklets,  Brooches, 
Chainbells.    Dress    Rings,    Ear- 1 
ings     (all     types).  Hair-Orna- 
ments, etc. 


Contract  Packaging 


Business  opportunities  Agents 


VETERINARY  PHARMACEUTICALS? 

Have  you  investigated  the  market  opportunities  for  expan- 
sion into  this  interesting  field? 

VetriPharm  offer  a  national  wholesale  service  with  a  com- 
prehensive range  of  proprietary  and  'own  brand'  animal 
health  products  at  competitive  prices. 

VetriPharm  (Leven)  Ltd. 
Leven,  Hull,  Yorkshire 

Telephone:  Leven  (0401)  42508 


AGENT 

B   London   and    Home  Counties 
n  Birmingham 
B  Lancashire 

*or  manufacturer  of  bubble  bath, 
Christmas  novelties,  must  have 
good    connections    with  retail 


chemist  and  stores, 
to   Box  No.  2244. 


Please  reply 


PLEASE  MENTION  C  &  D  WHEN 

replyiik;  TO  advertisements 


The  Specialists  in  High  Quality 
Contract  Manufacturing 
and  Packaging  for  the 
Toiletry  and  Cosmetics  Industry 

Competitive  Prices.  Guaranteed  Quality 
Guaranteed  Delivery. 
Goods  insured  on  premises. 
Contract  manufacturing  and  packaging 
of  Aerosols  and  Bottles  for  Perfumes, 
Alcoholic  lotions.  Shampoos  and 
other  toiletries. 

Please  telephoneour  Managing  Directoi' 
for  a  discussion.  i 

gleur  vBeauty  (Products  (ltd 

Butterley  Hill,  Ripley,  Derby  DE5  3LU 
Tel:  Ripley  44266  (STD  code  0773) 
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IIS  stmmefs  com  crop  is  as  hi  j  as  em 

increase  your 
Carnation  stodtsHawi 


Don't  get  caught  on  the  hop  ! 
Make  sure  your  stocks  of  Carnation  Corn  Caps 
and  Carnation  Corn  Paint  are  high. 

Remember,  corn  sufferers  of  all  ages 
are  seeing  advertisements 

for  Carnation  Corn  Caps  in  many 
women's  magazines.  They  know 
what  to  ask  for  when  the  pressure's  on  ! 
So  don't  let  them  down  —  or  yourself. 

Stock  up  on  Carnation  Corn  Caps 
and  Corn  Paint  today  I 

CARNATION^ 

-  a  step  ahead  every  time 

See  your  usual  Carnation  Representative,  or  contact: 
CUXSOIM,  GERRARD  &  CO.  LTD., 

Oldbury,  Warley,  Worcs.  Telephone  :  021  -552  1355 


the  only  short-acting 
diuretic  with 
builHn  potassium 
supplementation 

Burinex  K  combines  bumetanide  with  slow-release  potassium 
chloride  and  is  now  available  to  the  Medical  Profession  for 
prescription  on  NHS  Form  EClO. 

Presentation  White  ovoid  tablets  in  packs  of  100.  Trade/NHS  price  per  pack  £1.55.   ,  . 
Full  information  available  on  request.  ,  .'  ■  f  ■     /  ' 


Leo  Laboratories  Limited, 

L  'e''  O    "^yes  Gate  House,  Hayes,  Middlesex. 


*  Burinex  is  a  registered  trade  mark 

Burinex  K  is  bumetanide  (O.Smg)  with 
slow-release  potassium  chloride  (573mg) 
P.L.  No  0043/0027B 
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This  summer,  more  than  ever 

there'll  be  a 
burning  need  for  Sylvasun. 

Last  year  Sylvasun  ran  the  biggest  campaign  ever 
used  by  a  sun  preparation. 

You,  and  around  a  million  sunburn  suffer ers^re aped 
the  benefits. 

This  year  the  Sylvasun  campaign  is  even  bigger. 

So  in  addition  to  last  year's  satisfied  customers, 
there'll  be  a  great  demand  from  new  users. 

From  May  to  August  our  full  page  advertisements 
will  be  telling  millions  of  people  how  Sylvasun  can  help 
reduce  the  risk  of  burning. 

They'll  tell  how  Olympic  athletes  and  sportsmen 
have  proved  Sylvasun  effective,  and  how  the  product 
has  already  been  tried  successfully  by  thousands  of 
holidaymakers. 

Sylvasun  comes  in  special  display  outers. 

Other  point  of  sale  material  is  available  from  your 
Chefaro  representative  or  direct  from  the  manufacturer. 

It  all  adds  up  to  a  healthy  growth  in  your  total  sun 
preparation  business. 

Last  year  the  average  chemist  sold  between  5  and 
12  dozen  packs  of  Sylvasun. 

This  year,  with  increased 
advertising  and  demand,  your 

profits  should  be  even  greater.        '         ^^^^^^^^^     %j  \j 

With  the  special  bonuses, 
it  won't  only  be  your  customers 
who'll  notice  the  benefit. 

Sylvasun.  , 
Helps  stop  you  burning  while  you  tan. 

CHEFARO  PROPRIETARIES  LIMITED,  CROWN  HOUSE,  MORDEN,  SURREY  SM4  5DZ.  01-542  340! 


S}ivasim! 

Helps  stop 

you  burning  '\ 

while  you  tan  t 

